
For Sale 
Se Vendewww.VillaEscondida.com.mx

Playa Bocana, Huatulco

info@rrestateservices.com
Office:  958 105 1466      

Huatulco Eye
Living and Loving the Oaxacan Riviera
March 2012, Issue 14
FREE





In this issue...

Eye 3

Editor: Jane Bauer
Writers: Jane Bauer, Jan Chaiken, Marcia 

Chaiken,  Neal Erickson, Julie Etra, Brooke 
Gazer, Carole Reedy, Alvin Starkman, Kathy 

Taylor, Doreen Woelfel
Photography: Kathy Taylor, Heidi Hough,
Carole Reedy, Camille Grace Photography

Advertising Manager: Alfredo Patiño
Layout: Jane Bauer

Opinions and words are those of the author and 
do not reflect the opinion of Huatulco Eye.
To become a collaborator please send us an email. 
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com.

Oaxacan Art

Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature. 

It will never fail you.

-Frank Lloyd Wright

herever you happen to be reading this, lift 

your eyes from the page and have a good Wlook around at the space you are 

inhabiting. From the chair you are sitting on, to the 

windows, to the next door handle you reach out for; all 

derive from thought, planning and execution. Each 

curve is meant to be just so. I recently came across a 

fabulous online magazine whose tagline is 'design will 

save the world.' Design? Design is often associated 

with frivolity; fashion design, interior design, 

something that scoffs at efficiency and practicality. 

Well that has changed- design really is saving the 

world; green roofs, chairs made out of plastic bottles, 

houses made out of used tires and more... 

Given a push from the environmental crisis people are 

more concerned than ever before about their carbon 

footprint. This issue we salute smart, but beautiful 

design; a tire house, exquisite pools, public space that 

is just waiting for you to use it. Fitting that Huatulco 

just had it’s first Green Expo which showcased a 

variety of new building materials and alternative 

energy suppliers. Also in this issue our writer Doreen 

explores the influence of Mayan design on modern 

creations and Alvin Starkman shares some favorites 

spots for Oaxacan art. 

Welcome spring and keep things beautiful!

See you next month,

Jane

Cooking Classes
Hands-on Oaxacan Cuisine, 

Small Groups, Instruction in English
Lunch and Drinks Included
Visa/ Mastercard Accepted

Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339

www.huatulco-catering.com

Mayan Architecture

Landscaping Inspired Spaces
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Benito Juárez Life and Legacy  

arch 21 marks the 205 anniversary of the birth of 
Benito Juárez.  It is astounding that from his humble Mbeginnings in Oaxaca, he became one of the most 

respected figures in Mexico's history.  Orphaned at age 3 and 
raised by his grandparents, Juárez moved to Oaxaca City at 
the tender age of 13.  He arrived in the city illiterate and 
speaking only Zapotec,  the language of his Indian heritage.  
He must have been both brilliant and charismatic to have 
acquired a Law degree, married a woman of high social 
standing and had a triumphant albeit turbulent political 
career.    

Arriving in Oaxaca City, young Juárez was employed by the 
Maza family where his sister was also a servant.  From there 
he was introduced to Antonio Salanueva, a lay member of the 
Franciscan order, who first tutored the boy and then helped 
with his admission into seminary school.  Rather than taking 
religious vows upon graduation, Juárez entered law school.  
With his law degree began a political career as an anti-
establishment Liberal representing poor Indian communities.  
Nine years later Juarez married Margarita Maza, the daughter 
of one of Oaxaca's wealthiest families and his former patron.  
In spite of the wide gap of both age and socioeconomic class, 
theirs was a strong marriage.  She supported him in his 
endeavors to help the poor and, despite severe hardship, 
during his political banishments from Mexico.   

While, serving as governor of Oaxaca from 1847-52, Juárez 
reduced corruption, built roads, public buildings, and 
schools. He reorganized the state national guard, and when he 
left office, the economy of Oaxaca was in good standing. His 
state government became renowned throughout Mexico for its 
honesty, public spirit, and constructiveness.   

In 1853 the dictator Santa Anna returned to power and Juárez 
was one of several liberals expelled from Mexico.  His time in 
exile was not idle.  He worked in a cigarette factory in 
Louisiana while participating in a widespread movement to 
overthrow Santa Anna.  In 1854 troops marched into Mexico 
City and General Alvarez, who took over as president, 
appointed Benito Juárez as his minister of justice.  It is ironic 
that this former illiterate boy who was educated by the clergy 
was responsible for the "Juárez Law," which severely limited 
the clergy's jurisdiction. 

In 1857, Juárez was elevated to Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court.  The same year a new constitution was adopted, 
guaranteeing social equality, free speech, and further limiting 
the powers of the church.  This so enraged the opposition that 
they formed a coup, ultimately dissolved congress and 
removed the president from office.  As Chief Justice, Juárez 
was next in line for the presidency in the event of the 
President's death or unlawful removal from office.  Juárez 
declared himself president, triggering a bloody three year civil 
war, pitting liberals against conservatives. 

By Brooke Gazer

Mural at Chapultepec Castle, Mexico City



Juarez was captured in Guadalajara and it was only through 
the intervention of the poet Guillermo Prieto, that he escaped 
execution.  In a dramatic moment of bravery, Prieto threw 
himself in front of Juárez, declaring: "Brave men do not 
assassinate."  The soldiers lowered their rifles, allowing 
Juárez to flee and to continue to his battle for the rights and 
freedoms of the Mexican people. 

 In 1860 the liberals dominated and Benito Juárez was elected 
president.  Unfortunately he inherited an economy devastated 
by years of bloody conflict.  Not only was Juárez unable to 
introduce some of the social reforms he so desperately wanted, 
but the nation was drowning in foreign debt. He appealed to 
his debtors to defer the loans temporarily while Mexico 
recovered economically.  

As one of the debtors, France saw this as an opportunity to 
gain a foothold in the Americas and invaded Mexico.  
Napoleon along with a small group of conservatives wanted 
Mexico to have a monarchy and the Austrian Archduke 
Maximilian was appointed Emperor.  In 1863 Benito Juárez 
retreated into exile again. 

The Emperor appeared to share several of the liberal views and 
extended an invitation to Juárez to return to Mexico City as 
the Prime Minister.  Juárez refused to serve in an imperial 
cabinet and continued his resistance against the monarchy.  
In a written response to Maximilian he noted that he was 
entirely distrustful of the offer extended and that he viewed his 
responsibility as the Elected President to the Republic of 
Mexico a sacred trust which he would not abandon.  Juárez, 
unwavering in his duty and obligations, continued to foster 
guerrilla warfare against the Monarchy.  

In 1867 the Emperor and his forces were defeated and 
Maximilian was executed in June of that year.  Pleas came 
from around the world including heads of state and 
intellectuals such as Victor Hugo.  All  begged Juárez to spare 
to the deposed emperor but Juárez adamantly refused to 
commute the sentence.  He claimed that this was in respect to 
the Mexicans who died fighting against Maximilian's forces, 
and to send a message that Mexico would not tolerate any 
government imposed by foreign powers.   It is plausible 
however, that his own near brush with the firing squad steeled 
him in this decision.  Dead men do not return to retake control 
as Juárez had just done.  

Following Maximilian's execution, Juárez was again elected 
President of a war savaged country in financial ruin.  Not only 
was the country bankrupt but many Europeans viewed 
Mexico as barbaric for having executed Maximilian.  This 
made it virtually impossible to secure loans and without funds 
he was unable to perform many of the reforms that he had 
hoped would assist the poor and the indigenous.  

Despite economic woes, his presidency is know for its  reform 
to democratic principles and for taking Mexico from a semi 
feudal state to a more market driven one.  Juarez reinstated 
the constitution of 1857 which both limited the power of the 
church and gave rights and equality to all citizens. .  He 
reformed the electoral process, granting the vote to all males 
over the age of 25.   He reduced the army by 75% allocating 
those funds to other priorities such as land reform.  Finally, he 
was able to keep the country stable using diplomacy rather 
than military force. 

Had Juarez not died during his fourth term as president, 
Mexico's history may have been quite different in the twentieth 
century. The next president elect was  who later 
became a dictator.  Although  did much to stabilize the 
economy and to modernize Mexico over his thirty-five years in 
power; he also reversed many of the reforms enacted by 
Juárez.  The Mexican Revolution that began in 1910 was 
largely a result of the policies of repression developed by .    

Benito Juarez was considered above all to be a man of 
principle and is best remembered by the following quotation: 
"Entre los individuos, como entre las naciones, el respeto al 
derecho ajeno es la paz",  "Among individuals, as among 
nations, respect for the rights of others is peace." The 
underlined portion is inscribed on the coat of arms of Oaxaca.  
For an illiterate boy from a remote village he left an abundant 
legacy.  It is fitting that he is the only president that Mexico 
honors with a national holiday, March 21.

Porfirio Díaz 
 Díaz

Díaz
Benito Juarez

Brooke Gazer runs a B&B in Huatulco
wwwbbaguaazul.com.
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Fundraising Along The Riviera...

omité Mision Roja is pleased to announce the results of 
their very successful third annual Carrera Para La CCruz event in Huatulco, Oaxaca, on the 22nd of 

January, 2012.
 
Comité Chairwoman Valerie Verhalen announced that, “A 
record event total of just over $170,000 pesos has been raised 
in this year's Rally. Thirteen teams competed for a grand prize 
of individual IPod Shuffles for each team member, with the 
second place team receiving a gourmet team breakfast at the 
Camino Real. I would personally like to thank all the 
participants, our platinum sponsors, cash donors, sponsors 
who provided services and supplies, raffle donors, food 
donors, and all the great volunteers and supporters who 
contributed to this year's success.”
 
Comité Mison Roja 2011/2012 committee volunteers reflected 
the great cross-section of Huatulco's vibrant community. They 
were: Valerie Verhalen, Nancy Norris, Kathy Taylor, Araceli 
Garcia Hernandez, Pat Hudson, Gerry Freund, Kimberly 
Shearwater, and Caryl Coffey. 

Red Cross Huatulco

hile Huatulco is not what one would refer to as a 
“dancing on tables” kind of place, its sedate image Wwas recently blown out of the water when Un Nuevo 

Amanacer hosted a benefit concert/party on Jan 28.   Playing 
to a packed house, David Rotundo's Blues Band literally had 
the joint jumping.  It was a mixed crowd spanning several 
generations and I don't know when I have seen so many people 
over 50 shaking it up with such abandonment.

The benefit was the brain child of Chris Daoust who 
discovered that the group had a few days between gigs in the 
region. With the help of a few enthusiastic individuals and 
committed business owners over 300 tickets were sold at 150 
pesos each.  

Los Vaqueros should be commended for donating their 
restaurant space in La Crucecita, along with a mountain of 
ice.  It was originally hoped that after expenses something in 
the range of 40,000 pesos might be raised.  The lively crowd 
consumed that much in snacks and beverages alone.  One of 
the Huatulco's more attractive hotel managers, assisted by 
two enterprising accomplices, added impromptu fun to the 
fundraising endeavors; using the long tables as cat walks they 
shook their booty as bills of various currencies were 
enthusiastically “donated”.  This sport added 12,620 pesos to 
the pot.  In total 111,300 pesos were taken in with a net profit 
of 75,150 pesos were raised for Un Nuevo Amanacer, a non 
profit organization helping disabled children in an around 
Huatulco. That is what you call community spirit. 

To read more about Un Nuevo Amanecer refer to 
our December issue. 

www.issuu.com/huatulcoeye/docs/december

Winning Team Resort Real Estate La Crucecita Diablos

Blues Benefit for
Un Nuevo Amanecer

By Brooke Gazer

By Kathy Taylor
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ábrica Mexicana, an exhibition presented in the Modern 
Art Museum (MAM) in Mexico City, made clear that FMexico must be placed high on the list of countries 

creating the most imaginative and environmentally friendly 
industrial designs.  Featuring displays of industrial design 
and modern architecture in Mexico, the exhibition focused on 
the influence of Mexican art on shaping commercial products, 
buildings and whole neighborhoods.  

Historically, while other industrialized countries were 
designing and mass-producing eye-catching consumer 
products, Mexico production either involved custom-made 
goods incorporating traditional  designs laboriously executed 
by hand in relatively small shops or newer mass-produced 
goods that emphasized  functionality and low cost.   While 
vistors from other countries have long admired Mexican 
artwork, traditional architecture and custom-made products, 
until very recently almost no foreigners hankered after 
massed-produced Mexican goods.  

In the 20th century, industrial designers everywhere focused 
on making products that were esthetically pleasing to 
potential customers, identifiable as belonging to the 
particular trademark of their company, easy to use, durable, 
and made of materials that were inexpensive and reliably 
available. 

The exhibition at the Modern Art Museum emphasized the 
radical change in focus and orientation of industrial 
designers, especially as typified by the latest generation in 
Mexico.  One major change is an expansion of interest from 
individual products to the larger environment, such as design 
of usable public spaces or even transportation corridors.  A 
second major change is a concern with social, ecological, and 
political impacts of products, including sensitivity to 
cultural diversity, issues of privacy, and the welfare of workers 
who make the products.  

On display was a bicycle made of bamboo and recycled truck 
tires --  lightweight but functional.  The furniture on display 
was primarily made of wood, but on closer inspection you 
could see that the interior of the wood, while appearing to be 
plywood, was actually made of various recycled or 
biodegradable materials.  A featured living-room table 
included an attached birdcage, with a result both striking and 
philosophically stimulating. Some modern chairs blatantly 
displayed their interior content, so you could observe the 
ecological concerns of the designer.  

An area of the exhibition called "Objects of desire" was 
intended to illustrate the tensions between beauty and luxury 
on the one hand and function and sustainability on the other.  

It featured a massage chair whose erotic contours and 
surfaces stimulated the viewer to fantasize about the ways it 
could be used.  (But the museum's signs in English and 
Spanish did not encourage the visitor to do so).

To get close to the exhibit displaying a full-size prototype of a 
lightweight, small vehicle, you had to push your way past the 
small boys who were examining every gadget and staring into 
the interior. Brilliant orange in color, the car was made of 
strong but lightweight plastic and had a racing-car aspect that 
gives the impression of movement at 150 kmh, although it has 
a limited range and speed.  Wheels, tires, handles, air vents, 
and other parts were made of recycled materials.  It spoke to 
the observer of the tradeoffs involved in designing a vehicle 
that does not consume a lot of gasoline and yet is practical for 
everyday use.

A display less appealing to young boys, but definitely a favorite 
of one of your writers, was an exhibit of planters that had been 
made from old tires.  One's eyes first are drawn to the beautiful 
plants.  Only after a few minutes, the viewer recognizes that 
the containers are not an integral part of the plants but parts 
of tires shaped to resemble the root system and natural terrain 
of the plant.

Also featured were "before and after" photos of restaurants 
that had been transformed from unsanitary hovels into clean, 
modern, attractive and inviting spaces.  On a larger scale, the 
exhibit presented architectural designs intended to transform 
areas of urban blight into neighborhoods incorporating 
residential space, commercial areas and mass transit (bus or 
train) stations.  Some of these transformations were 
graphically presented.  Others had never been realized.  A 
separate exhibit in the museum provided insights into why 
some of these projects had failed to materialize. 

As a whole, the exhibit sensitized those who attended to take 
note of the remarkable modern architecture and designs on 
display in Mexico City neighborhoods.  From Mexican 
designed-clothes that are elegantly simple and sophisticated 
yet incorporate traditional designs and colors, to the 
enormous National Auditorium that has perfect acoustics and 
excellent sight-lines for an audience of 10,000, the visitor can 
be immersed in wonderful modern architecture and design. 
Although the Museum of Modern Art (MAM) exhibit described 
above ended in February, the current special exhibit at MAM 
expands on the theme of modern architecture in Mexico.

Jan and Marcia Chaiken live in Huatulco's 
Bahia Chahué and in Ashland, Oregon.

By Jan and Marcia Chaiken
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The Best Ways to Stay Healthy and Fit 
on the Oaxacan Riviera: You Told Us

By Marcia Chaiken and Jan Chaiken

 making love, dancing in the shower, and, our personal 
favorite – filling the tub with water, pulling the plug, and 
fighting the current.

We certainly appear to have a wealth of best places for a long 
walk.   Slightly under half (44%) of places mentioned were 
beaches – either in general or one of many specific favorites.  
Slightly over half (56%) mentioned specific roads – and among 
the road walkers, 50% were on a route that runs through 
Chahue such as Chahue to Tangolunda or Chahue to 
Crucecita.

Many responses were given for the best place for running or 
jogging.  Unlike the long distance walks, only 15% of 
respondents nominated beaches for this pursuit; the rest are 
road-runners and, among those, over one-third (36%) 
described a route that runs through Tangolunda.  For sheer 
endurance we applaud the reader who suggested running 
from Chahue up to El Faro (the lighthouse above Entrega 
Beach) followed by the respondent who described running 
from Santa Cruz to Arrocito and back.

Best places for fitness swimming were most likely to be 
pools (64%); about half of the pool swimmers head to a spa 
and half have the luxury of a private pool.  A sizable minority of 
respondents (36%) preferred ocean swimming – notably in 
Santa Cruz Bay mentioned by 40% of ocean swimmers.

Fewer than 50% of respondents provided advice for best 
places to bike or hike; those who did were most likely to 
recommend heading for the hills.  The roads and trails up 
around the coffee plantations were the only consistently 
mentioned places.

Recommendations for best locally available food for 
maintaining health fitness would gladden a nutritionist's 
heart.  For breakfast 47% said fresh fruit.   For lunch, 36% 
recommended salads and an additional 27% fresh fruit, fresh 
vegetables, or fish. The vast majority (71%) said the best food 
for dinner is fresh fish or seafood.  
A majority (55%) of overall recommendations for staying 
healthy and fit on the Oaxacan Coast involved staying 
active – especially walking.  One reader reminded us to keep 
laughing – 'life is good.'  And finally, a recommendation that 
many of us love to follow: just to live here on the Oaxacan 
Riviera.

hanks to the readers who responded to our survey in 
January, we now know how so many of you stay healthy Tand fit.  We asked you to tell us about the best forms of 

exercise on the beach, in the water and in other outdoor 
locations, in fitness centers and in your homes.  We asked for 
advice about the best places for a long walk, for running or 
jogging, for fitness swimming, biking and hiking.  And we also 
asked about foods to eat and overall recommendations to stay 
fit and healthy.  

Although some readers made it clear that they have no interest 
in exercise or wholesome foods, for the most part, your 
combined responses could serve as a guide that health 
professionals would enthusiastically support.  Close to two-
thirds of reader respondents said that the best exercise on 
the beach is walking (47%) or volleyball (16%).  The rest 
favored jogging (11%) or yoga (11%).

Over half (53%) of readers who provided advice about the best 
form of exercise in the water said swimming; an additional 
33% said snorkeling.  As far as exercise in other outdoor 
locations, 40% said walking, 13%, biking; 13% hiking, and 
13% yoga.  And, although less than half of the reader-
respondents appear to use health or fitness center facilities, 
those who do mentioned just about every form of equipment as 
a personal favorite for working out.

In readers' own homes the favorite forms of exercise included 
yoga (21%) and gardening (14%).  Given the privacy of their 
homes, some readers showed creativity in exercising, such as

Take our next survey online: 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/HuatulcoEye2





Eye 10

hen most visitors to Oaxaca think of Oaxacan art, the 
first thing that usually comes to mind is folk art; Walebrijes (carved, fancifully painted wooden figures), 

barro negro (black pottery), tapetes (hand-made wool rugs), 
and other craft products.  They don't realize that Oaxaca has a 
longstanding fine art tradition which continues to thrive 
today.  Indeed Oaxaca has produced world renowned artists 
such as the late masters Rufino Tamayo, Rodolfo Morales, and 
contemporary artists Francisco Toledo and Demián Flores. 

Within a ten block radius of the heart of downtown Oaxaca you 
can find well over 30 art museums and galleries, and spend 
half your vacation marveling and eventually buying. But many 
travelers to the city simply don't have the time or patience to 
seriously tour all of Oaxaca's galleries.

So to get you started, here's a summary of Oaxaca's two most 
well respected art museums, and two galleries with stellar 
reputations for a broad diversity of fine art.  I highly 
recommend visiting these institutions in order to get some 
initial inspiration, before beginning to pound the pavement in 
search of unique and provocative images to grace your home.  

Museo del Arte Contemporáneo (MACO, Alcalá 202) has 
recently been refurbished.  It's housed in a large colonial 
building on the city's main pedestrian walkway, Alcalá.  The 
second floor retains some of the structure's original frescos, 
adding to the sense of history which is imparted as you walk 
the hallways and gallery rooms. Colonial tradition is smartly 
juxtaposed against stark minimalist design.  The placement of 
art provides both contrast and continuity, while at the same 
time enhances one's ability to appreciate the art as well as the 
building.   Exhibits of artists from both Mexico and abroad are 
changed bi-monthly. 

Museo de Pintores Oaxaqueños (MUPO, Independencia 607) 
is located across the street from the cathedral and central post 
office.  As its name suggests, it's dedicated to celebrating the 
works of Oaxacan artists.  It has rotating exhibits, featuring 
up and coming artists, those who have already made their 
mark, and the grand masters of Oaxacan art.  The current 
exhibition of the works of Rodolfo Morales runs through June. 
Once or twice a year the museum hosts fine art auctions to 
benefit worthy charitable causes, provide financial assistance 
to local artists and assist in enhancing their reputation.  

Arte de Oaxaca (Murguía 105), just east of Alcalá, has been 
promoting the work of both upcoming and established 
Oaxacan artists since 1987.  It has a permanent room 
dedicated to the work of Rodolfo Morales.  Its range of 
reasonably priced lithographs is impressive.  As in the case of 
the two museums, it's housed in a typical two level colonial 
building with courtyard in the middle, though it's physically 
smaller than the museums.  There are rotating exhibitions of 
oils, watercolors, lithos and sculptures. 

Oaxacan
 Art

Art by Esteban Moreno Urbieta

By Alvin Starkman
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Galería de Rolando Rojas (Alcalá 102) is owned by artist 
Rolando Rojas who is also 
the proprietor of the adjoining restaurant, La Catrina de 
Alcalá.  It usually contains a mix of larger oils, both traditional 
in terms of Oaxacan style, and abstract which often pushes 
the envelope.  At times one comes across large impressive 
pieces painted by a group of prominent Oaxacan artists. The 
gallery also contains smaller pieces including lithos and 
grabados, as well as rotating exhibits.  As with the others, this 
gallery is a must.  

And how do you go about buying art in Oaxaca?  Here are few 
pointers, each of which has made me aesthetically wealthier:

If you hesitate, it may be gone tomorrow.
If a piece seems absolutely enchanting but is curiously 
inexpensive, don't shy away for fear you won't be purchasing 
quality; next year you may not be able to afford it since the 
reputations of many Oaxacan artists shoot up meteorically as 
they encounter patrons in Mexico City, New York and other 
major urban centers. 

Compare what you see in terms of quality, imagery and price, 
to what you already have; in my case, all I have to do is recall 
my two pieces by the late R.C. Gorman, influenced by Mexican 
masters such as Orozco, Rivera and Siqueiros; and buying 
becomes easier;

Most of today's promising artists have been influenced by the 
foregoing masters as well as the likes of Oaxacan greats 
including  Tamayo, Morales and Toledo, so if a piece which 
draws you in appears to have a special quality, it probably 
does. Resist snobbery; lithographs and grabados are 
originals, of a limited number. Even posters of exhibition 
openings and festivals constitute an art form unto itself.  As 
with other mediums, they often evoke interesting images.  
They are affordable for the most budget conscious, and 
framing is modest.  They provide at least some of what we seek 
when selecting our artwork – color and coverage.

Keeping these tips in mind, and spending a day or even a few 
hours visiting Oaxaca's art museums and galleries guarantees 
that you'll go home with at least one piece to grace that barren 
wall that's been crying out.  More importantly you'll leave 
Oaxaca with an enhanced appreciation of an important part of 
contemporary Oaxacan culture, and more generally Mexican 
fine art.

Alvin Starkman operates Casa Machaya Oaxaca Bed & 
Breakfast (www.casamachaya.com).  He has been collecting 
Oaxacan art for 20 years. You can email Alvin at 

 for gallery recommendations 
based on your particular taste.  Alvin takes couples and 
families to visit artists outside of Oaxaca, as well as to craft 
towns. However he specializes in more off-the-beaten-track 
sights. 

oaxacadream@hotmail.com

Art by Fernando Olivera

Office: 958 1051466

Happy Hour 
Tuesday- Friday 6-8pm

*Select Cocktails

mailto:oaxacadream@hotmail.com


Eye 12

Inspired 
Spaces

here are some spaces that demand to be noticed. They envelope 

you with their form and invite all your senses to awaken. The Tfollowing are spaces that I believe stand out for their use of 

materials, their consideration for the area they inhabit and each one of 

them inspires me. As Philip Johnson wrote “All architecture is shelter, 

all great architecture is the design of space that contains, cuddles, 

exalts, or stimulates the persons in that space.”

Guelaguetza Gazebo- Public spaces are often misused and abused; picturesque 

fountains that have never seen a drop of water, grass you can't step on- let alone lie on 

to read your book and rusting playground equipment that rarely receives the proper 

maintenance. The Guelaguetza Gazebo located on Blvd. Benito Juarez across from 

Marina Chahue is an anomaly. Firstly, it is impeccably maintained, blooming ginger 

flowers and palms surround the large gazebo. Secondly the water in its fountain is 

always running and thirdly it is perfectly designed as a little oasis on one of Huatulco's 

busiest stretches of road. I encourage you to visit it, bring a book, a yoga mat or just sit 

and enjoy.

Zicaru- As far as private homes go, Zicaru, located 

in Conejos, is the most zen. The bamboo palapa is 

unlike any other you will find along the coast. It 

was designed by Simon Velez who designed the 

Nomadic Museum for the Ashes and Snow 

exhibition. The entrance leads you into the house 

over large river rocks that are found throughout 

the design. Breathtakingly beautiful in its 

simplicity and use of natural elements this is a 

house that invites you to put your feet up.

Casa Volare- It is a huge challenge to take 

something ordinary, envision the spectacular and 

then make it happen. But Casa Volare in Punta 

Santa Cruz is proof that it can be done. The owner's 

reimagined the space into a masterpiece- the 

Jungle Room is an entertainment lair, conducive to 

gathering together to watch the big game or for 

early morning yoga.  The décor showcases great 

taste trophies of the well-travelled. A superb 

renovation!

http://web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html

By Jane Bauer

Huatulco Eye

My Mexico Moment 

Photography Contest

Submissions due May 15th
Photos must be yours!

Send as a high res jpeg to 

subject: My Mexico Moment
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

1st prize- Our June Cover &
dinner for 4 at Hemingway’s

2nd prize- Lunch for 2 at 
Caray Beach Bar, Maguey

“Fresh great tasting 

culinary delights in 

very warm friendly 

atmosphere”
-LynxCalgary

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
958 587 2655

Closed Mondays

mailto:huatulcoeye@yahoo.com
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Cumana- Located near Puerto 

Escondido this house is a whimsical 

dream. From the infinity pool that 

stretches towards the ocean to the 

wooden tree trunk tables this house says 

sit down and stay forever. It is no wonder 

the house owner's friends have named it 

'casa de los amigos'. We love this space 

so much we used it on the cover!

La Casa Tijera- Located down a dirt road 

near the Pochutla crossroads and perched 

on a cliff above Playa Tijera this house 

offers a lot of privacy. The walls were built 

using over 5700 used tires, it is run fully 

on solar energy and it’s main water source 

is it’s own well- the construction 

exemplifies off the grid enviro-chic! 

Casa Aamori- A new boutique hotel in San 

Agustinillo with 10 rooms, each designed and 

themed to an exotic travel destination; the Africa 

room, the Bali room, the Morrocan room. Using 

beautiful wood throughout, the owners showcase 

their great taste in furnishings and unique vison 

for a beach getaway.

Reservations: 

patriciaagustin02@hotmail.com

The River House- My husband and I dreamed up 

this little oasis on the Zimatan river as a simple 

weekend cottage.  Wanting privacy from the 

surrounding village but a feeling of openness, we 

took inspiration from Alice in Wonderland when 

she first opens the door to the garden. We built a 

high wall that serves as the back wall for the 

house and we really wanted guests to be 

surprised when they stepped in. 

www.theriverhouse-huatulco.com



Bugumbilia 703
Tel. (958) 100 2488
karinahuatulco@hotmail.com
On the Zocalo, La Crucecita
Huatulco, Oaxaca
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n this part of Mexico, the word palapa is used to describe a 
thatched roof house without walls. It is a word that is said Ito have its origin in Nahuatl, being a combination of words 

meaning, “butterfly in the water”. The palapa is a structure 
that has evolved in tropical climes. Universally, human shelter 
types have developed due to regional climate requirements 
and availability of material. The methods and materials in the 
evolution of construction have been intentionally combined to 
lend a majestic beauty to a well-constructed palapa. In 
Mexico, as in the rest of the world, aesthetics have closely 
followed function in human endeavors. Now modern palapa 
builders also try to use material that is harvested in a 
sustainable way, and create sensible designs that minimize 
waste. 

The thatch roof is the defining characteristic of palapa 
construction. Thatch material varies, but the best is 
considered to be the leaves of the Palma Real (Royal Palm). For 
generations it has been known to be the most durable and 
effective thatch for a palapa roof, and when woven properly is 
waterproof and provides high insulation qualities against the 
heat of the tropical sun. A good thatch actually creates it's own 
microclimate beneath it. Other types of palm leaves and even 
bundled long grasses have also been used in certain areas, but 
generally are considered inferior in one way or another to the 
Palma Real.

The most valuable quality associated with the Palma Real is 
probably the durability. It is common knowledge that Palma 
Real fronds must be harvested on the advent of a full moon for 
them to be at their best, and if not, they will deteriorate 
prematurely. The science of this belief has been debated, but 
the experience of builders leaves no room for doubt. A good 
Palma Real thatch, beginning with proper harvesting, can last 
as long as 20 years.

The Art of the Palapa
By Neal Erickson

Cosmo Ocean Bar Cumana- see page 13

A thatch roof is not without its drawbacks. It not only provides 
a microclimate below it, it also provides a desirable nesting 
environment within it. Mice, snakes, scorpions and a variety of 
insects find it to be a delightful place to raise a family. As a 
preventive measure, polished stone or other materials that 
discourage climbing can be used to surround the base of the 
support poles of the structure. As a matter of course however, 
thatched-roof owners have learned that insecticide fumigation 
on a regular basis is essential for preventing unwanted guest 
communities.

The support structure of the palapa is traditionally wooden 
poles, using vertical poles to hold up the entire roof structure, 
and crosshatched poles forming a peaked roof on which the 
thatch is woven and held in place. 

Buy this boat before my wife kills me!
Twenty foot Scout 
Boat with 115 hp  
f o u r  s t r o k e  
Y A M A H A  ( 5 0 0  
hours) with trailer. 
Selling because I 
have 2 boats and 1 
wife.  Mexican legal 
and ready to go.
$24 000 USD but  
I a m  o p e n  t o  
reasonable offers.

Contact Bill (Memo) Layman
958 101 6705

Condos Pacifico, La Crucecita
vulturelake@gmail.com



Million $$$ View. 1 bedroom, 1 bath.
Condo with view of Zipolite Beach.

$99,900 USD

Sueno del Mar. 1 bedroom, 1.5 baths,  with 

nice views.  J

$209,900 USD

ust bring your suitcase!

Condo Pacifico. 3rd floor 2 bedroom, 1 
bath fully furnished. Best Offer takes 

this Beautiful unit!

Reduced for quick sale!
Hacienda Real. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, fully 

furnished- $160,000 USD

For Further Information and Showings Call David or 
Jackie at 958 106 8237 Remax Huatulco

daja@huatulcoremax.com

 Location, Location  150 meters to the beach, one 
bedroom, one and a half baths, stainless steel 

appliances. Never been rented
$219,900 USD

Marina Park Plaza, excellent location across from 
the Marina, easy walk to the beach , and if you need 
revenue, can be put into the Rental pool, everything 

included even the kitchen sink .
Best Buy at $180,000 USD

Originally (before the introduction of nails) the vertical and 
horizontal poles were lashed together with bejuco vines. The 
fibrous strength and flexibility of these readily available plants 
made them the most desired material for structural binding in 
this part of the world for many years. Through the millennia 
many palapas have been built, and many very practical 
methods have evolved according to the imagination of the 
builders. Essentially the point of the structure is to be strong 
enough to hold up the thatch so it can do its job, do so with a 
pleasing appearance, and withstand extreme weather 
conditions.  

The wood of the ocotillo tree is considered one of the best, for 
palapa structural poles. It is very strong, dense and insect 
resistant, and above all has a unique beauty to its grain. The 
ocotillo has been preferred and harvested for many years, and 
that steady demand has threatened the species, causing the 
Mexican government to prohibit its harvest and use. Not 
coincidentally, the same pressures applied to the Palma Real, 
and it too is now a prohibited species. This does not mean the 
prohibitions are being ideally enforced however. Palapa 
building continues with these materials despite the efforts of 
the environmentalists and some design professionals. As in 
many other aspects of society in Mexico, practicality, fueled by 
demand, finds a way.

A special thanks to Jorge Rocha, area builder and landscape 
architect, who took his valuable time to discuss many aspects 
of the palapa with me, and also to Julie Etra, founder and 
president of Western Botanical Services in Reno, Nevada, and 
part-time resident of Huatulco, who arranged the meeting and 
helped with translation.  -author
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 trip to Palenque , Chiapas is to delve into the heart of 
Mayan design. Where in Oaxaca, one sees strong AZapotecan and Mixtec elements in their crafts, Chiapas 

represents the distinctly Mayan traditions. 

Mayan traditions have contributed essential design ideas 
throughout the world, from jewelry designers, textile artists, 
painters to architects.  A great example is Frank Lloyd 
Wright's Ennis House in Los Angeles  (1924) which reflects his 
deep admiration for Mayan architecture.  When visiting 
Palenque, you are struck by the elements of architecture that 
continue to be used today:  courtyards, square buildings, 
quadrangles, open space using platforms of various sizes and 
levels, and inclusion of landscape elements. As in the small 
river that was diverted around palaces at Palenque, and yet 
with wooden bridges, connects one area of Palenque with 
another.  Color was most certainly part of this design, sadly we 
can only imagine now how those colors blended with the 
environment to create a unique, prototypical Mayan city.  

The reliefs depicting Pakal, the leader that had the most 
impact in the creation of Palenque at its height, even inspired 
an ergonomic chair, designed to fit your body at angles based 
on his position as depicted in the lid of his sarcophagus (with 
other design elements to inspire for all time).  There is even 
room for a headdress, if necessary, to wear while seated.  

Art deco has many magnificent examples of Mayan design 
incorporated into buildings, one lovely example being 450 
Sutter Street in San Francisco, with its ceiling inspired by the 
Mayan pyramids.  

Many design elements we see in Chiapas and Oaxaca can be 
seen in many buildings constructed today, especially in the 
resorts and city buildings throughout Mexico and Guatemala.  
Palenque is filled with beauty, and it is easy to understand  
how artisans and architects took design cues from the 
environment.  

Palenque Designs Today
By Doreen Woelfel

Palenque Ennis House

Pakal Relief
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“Grandest, largest, biggest, oldest, most 
beautiful” are all adjectives that have been used to 

describe the architecture in El Centro Histórico, Mexico City. 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, El Centro Histórico comprises 

700 blocks wrapped around the 13-acre zócalo, the heart of 

the city and one of the biggest squares in the world--second 

only to Red Square in Moscow.  In 1325, the Aztecs built their 

Venice-like city, Tenochtitlan, on this site, at the time an island 

in Lake Texcoco.

The Aztecs and Spanish 

Surrounding the Zócalo (La Plaza de la Constitución) are 

buildings that represent multiple styles of architecture, from 

Classical, Baroque, and Churrigueresque to Neoclassical. The 

Metropolitan Cathedral, which took almost three centuries to 

complete (1525 to 1813), takes in all these styles.  The largest 

church in Latin America, its towers rise over the Zócalo. Inside 

you'll find five altars and a steady stream of activity. There's 

always something going on: baptisms, weddings, 

confirmations, and daily services.  

Take a tour of the main organ area (though there's no real 

schedule, as with so many things in México) and climb the bell 

tower…if you have strong legs and aren't claustrophobic. As 

you stroll the Zócalo be sure to take a good look at the church 

from a distance to see an effect similar to the Leaning Tower of 

Pisa's. Many buildings in centro appear to be “blowing in the 

wind.”  Remember, this city is built on sand and water. 

The National Palace, on the former site of the Palace of the 

Aztec Emperor Moctézuma and later the home of Hernán 

Cortes, occupies the entire east side of the zócalo.  The 

National Palace has been the seat of power since the Aztecs 

and until recently was home to the viceroys and presidents of 

Mexico. The building itself represents a blend of the Spanish 

and the Aztec, for although the old structures of the Aztecs 

were torn down, their materials were used in constructing the 

new building. 

From a balcony of the National Palace, the President de la 
thRepublica gives the grito every 15  of September at 11 pm.  The 

grito is literally the shout of Independence against the Spanish 

that Father Hildago gave on that same date in 1810.

For many tourists, the principle reason to visit the National 

Palace is to view the murals, painted by Diego Rivera and 

depicting the history of México from the Aztecs through the 

Mexican Revolution.  Start on the main floor, from which the 

El Centro Hist rico: 
A Cornucopia of 

Architectural Styles

ó

By Carole Reedy

House of Tiles

Bellas Artes

Estela de Luz
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were designed by Italian architect Adamo Boari.  The 

architecture of both buildings is a mix of styles. 

One of the best ways to view the architecture of centro historico 

is on the TRANVIA, a bright yellow trolley located in front of the 

Bellas Artes. The 45-minute tour in Spanish is sprinkled with 

worthy facts about the area. To view the architecture of Paseo 

de Reforma, walk or take the Turibus, which provides a three-

hour tour of the entire Centro Histórico via the red London-

style double-decker bus. Stops are scattered throughout 

centro and you'll have the option of getting on and off at any of 

them.

Present day

Just across from the Bellas Artes you'll find what's often 

referred to as the first skyscraper in Centro, the Latin America 

Tower, though there were other high rises dating from 1900.  

Designed by two Mexican architects in 1956, at that time the 

Latin America Tower's 44 floors made it the tallest building in 

Latin America. To this day it's still the best place to view the 

vastness México City.  In 1985 it survived the devastating 

earthquake that destroyed many other structures in the city. 

Today on Paseo de la Reforma you'll find many high rises, 

including the Torre Mayor (740 feet), a concentration of high-

rise buildings praised by New York architects and serving the 

increasing number of people moving to the city (making for 

more efficient environmental living).  In Mexico City, these 

high rises on Paseo de la Reforma allow other areas in Centro 

Histórico to maintain the charm of the original structures and 

space for the many beautiful parks. Just recently, the Mexican 

Government entered into an agreement with Fundación Carlos 

Slim (Slim being the richest man in the world) to buy dozens of 

dilapidated buildings in centro for rehabilitation. All over 

Centro Histórico there is evidence of positive change: paving of 

streets and pedestrian walkways, new drainage systems, 

buried electric and phone lines, and new museums. 

The construction of the Estela de Luz (tower of light) caused a 

flurry of controversy in the city. Intended as a commemorative 

monument for the Bicentennial celebrations in 2010, it was 

completed 15 months late.  Originally estimated to cost 200 

million pesos (20 million dollars), it ultimately cost more than 

1000 million pesos (100 million dollars) and has been cloaked 

in rumors of fund mismanagement.  Many citizens have 

criticized the tower, not only for its exorbitant cost in a country 

where half the citizens live in poverty, but also for its impact on 

the environment. It is located on Paseo de la Reforma at the 

beginning of Chapultepec Park, across from the Torre Mayor.

Future

David Lida's insightful book about his adopted city, First Stop 

in the New World, is subtitled “Mexico City, the Capital of the 
st21  Century.”  He, among others, sees a bright future for 

Mexico and its architecture, resiliently integrating the past 

and the future.   

Photo ID is required to enter the National Palace since it is a 

place where government business is still conducted. Hours 

are sporadic, and it's not always open to tourists (especially if 

the President is in residence).

Kitty corner behind the cathedral you'll find the Templo Mayor, 

the Great Pyramid where the Aztecs lived and sacrificed 

thousands of human lives.  After the Spanish destroyed this 

sacred Aztec site, they built their own churches and buildings 

on top of the rubble.  But in 1978 workers laying cables 

discovered the ruins of the Aztec temple,   prompting an 

excavation of the area and the discovery of the Templo Mayor. 

Just imagine what lies below the surrounding buildings!   

You can visit the site of ongoing renovations and the attached 

museum, in which the treasures of the Aztecs are beautifully 

and tastefully displayed. Between the Templo Mayor and the 

cathedral vendors sell items representing many aspects of this 

diverse country: shamans will give you a limpia (cleansing) for 

10 dollars;  Zapatistas collect donations for the cause in 

Chiapas; Huichols from the north offer their intricate 

beadwork; book vendors sell dictionaries, datebooks, coloring 

books, small self-help paperbacks, and calendars; and, as in 

all corners of the city, you'll find food vendors with their blue 

corn tortillas and other purely Méxican delights, as well as the 

ever-present Chiclets and amaranth seed cakes. 

After your visit to the zócalo, stroll down the pedestrian street 

Madero, named for Francisco I. Madero, a key political figure 

who was assassinated in the Revolution of 1910.  You'll pass 

McDonald's, Burger King, and Gandhi bookstore before 

arriving at the House of Tiles, home now to one of the chain of 

popular Sanborn's stores. In the sixteenth century, this was 

the Palace of the Countess of Orizaba, which she remodeled in 

1737 with the expensive blue and white tiles of Puebla you'll 

see covering the façade of the building.  Inside, look for José 

Clemente Orozco's mural Omnisciencia.

French and Italian influence

During the French occupation in the 1860s, Emperor 

Maximilian I brought new design ideas to the city. He built the 

elegant boulevard Paseo de la Reforma between his home in 

Chapultapec Castle and the National Palace.

In 1877, during the first years of his 30-year reign, President 

Porfirio Díaz called for classical designers to build along the 

avenue statues of political figures of the country's history, as 

well as the Ángel de Independencia and monuments to Aztec 

Emperor Cuaúhtemoc, President Benito Júarez, and 

Christopher Columbus.  Diaz's vision was of a modern 

European city, and for that reason the most important of the 

commissions for structures were given to foreigners, evident 

in the many French-style buildings in centro histórico.

Two of the most stunning buildings--the Palacio de Bellas 

Artes (started in 1904, construction was interrupted by the 

Revolution of 1910 and the work finally finished in 1934) and 

the Central Post office (one block from the Bellas Artes)--

 

Carole Reedy is a resident of México City and is 

pleased to answer any questions you may have.  

carolina_reedy(at)yahoo.com
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e all love the vast expanses of grass and those 
showy African tulip planted and maintained Wby the legions of FONATUR workers; mowing, 

weeding and watering constantly. However, there are 
numerous native and adapted species that require 
much less work and maintenance and can be clustered 
to take less work and water during the dry season. The 
term to describe this is xeriscaping, which refers to 
landscaping or gardening in a manner that reduces 
water use. It is often critical in dry climates where water 
may be scarce, hence the term 'xeric', meaning dry. 
Xeriscaping does not mean zeroscaping. I like to think of 
it as clustering plants with similar watering 
requirements; the idea is to be efficient with water. It is 
fine to have some grass, just consider size and shape as 
strips are very inefficient and hard to manage.  Also 
consider fruit trees, they make a great focal planting, 
and make sure you have male and female plants 
according to the morphology of the species. 

Here along the coast the native vegetation is Selva Seca, 
dry topical forest, with two seasons: wet and dry. Most 
tourists visit during the dry season and may not 
appreciate the tropical dormant forest. Once the rains 
begin irrigation ends. There are many species of native 
trees that do maintain their leaves pretty much year 
around, including Caóba, Swietenia humilis (entrance 
to Residenciales Conejos, along Parque Ecológico 
Rufino Tamayo), Lluvia de oro, Tacoma stans (seen 
everywhere with its showy yellow flowers), Macuil,  
Tabebuia rosea (Tangolunda, purple-pink flowers), and 
Ocotillo, Cordia eleagnoides (en route to La Bocana, 
white flowers). There are numerous others such as the 
maguey. Mexico is home to 157 species of agave 
(maguey) and these plants make wonderful centerpiece 
or border plantings especially if there is something 
bright behind them to provide a contrast.  They require 
very little maintenance, and when they flower attract 
hummingbirds and bats, which feed on the nectar and 
pollinate the plants. Don't forget cactus; there are lots of 
types of nopal (Opuntia spp), the stately native órgano 
(Pachycereus marginatus) amongst others. If you want 
more color what better plant is there than the 
bougainvillea? Although native to Brazil, these are 
tough plants and mostly disease resistant. They do not 
need a lot of water and you can prune them any way you 
please; into a tree, cover a fence, hang over a wall. 
Iguanas love the flowers too. Just watch the spines 
when handling. Another trick is vines. There are 
basically two types; those that creep and those that 
produce a spirally appendage (zurcillos) that wrap 
around the supporting object. They can act as a great 
accent planting and can be used to screen fences, walls 
etc. or planted to hang over a pergola and provide shade. 
Regina (Podrana ricasoliana) and Llamarada (Pyrostegia 
venusta) are two of my favorites. Regina had a purple 
flower with light yellow center and it creeps; Llamarada 
has tubular orange flowers and wraps. Regina is 
commonly scene on the coast to cover chain link fences. 
Llamarada is more commonly seen in the mountains.   

Plants in clay pots are fabulous especially if space is 
limited and you chose suitable species. Use sand, gravel, 
brick, rocks of various shapes, colors, and sizes, and 
pavers (adoquin, laja) to add texture as described below. 

Where is the best example of native plants and low-water 
use for Oaxaca? You will find the ethno-botanical garden 
behind the church of Santo Domingo in Oaxaca City. 
This former monastery also houses an incredible library 
and museum.  A bit of travel if you are on the coast but a 
must if you are in Oaxaca City and interested in 
landscaping and native vegetation. This garden not only 
harbors native plants with cultural uses, but also uses a 
variety of rock, sand, and gravel of varying colors and 
textures to highlight the vegetation and reduce 
maintenance. The result is one of the most beautiful 
gardens of its type in the world.  

Landscaping
By Julie Etra

Santo Domingo, Oaxaca City



Sabali 45, La Crucecita
Tel. 958 583 4014

Advertise in the Eye... huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Tomy’s
Spa

The real 
pleasure of resting

Massage, Body Treatments, Facials

Palma Real 304
Cel. 958 107 6133

21-day 200 Hr. 

Yoga Teacher Training

May 7th- 28th, 2012

*Yoga Alliance Certified

Do you dream of teaching yoga?

www.yogahuatulcomexico.com



For Rent-The River House-  
Monthly or Weekly

www.theriverhouse-huatulco.com

Beachfront Home For Sale-
Punta Santa Cruz.3 bdrms, 4 bths., 
a/c, stainless steel kitchen, access to 
beach, fully furnished   
.Info: 958 587 2506, 
casavolare@hotmail.com

For Sale: Brand new 2 bdr. apt. in 
Marina Park Plaza!Great location! 
Must see! 
For more info.958 109 3154
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Huatulco Eye 
Donation Boxes

We accept the following:
Gently used clothing, 

items for children, toys, 
toiletries, books (in 

Spanish and English), non-
perishable food items, 

cleaning supplies.

We deliver to Piña 
Palmera, un Nuevo 

Amanecer, Baccanda 
Foundation, Red Cross 

Huatulco, DIF and 
individuals in need.

Boxes are located at the 
following:

Señor Puck’s, Resort Real 
Estate, Café Juanita and 

Hemingway’s
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Puerto Escondido
Blues Festival

 Shrimp Daddy and Dylan 
Wickens and Guests 
Split Coconut 7pm

Puerto Escondido
Blues Festival

 Shrimp Daddy and Dylan 
Wickens and Guests 
Split Coconut 7pm

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
Remax Plaza

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
Remax Plaza

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
Remax Plaza

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
Remax Plaza

English AA
Huatulco 8pm
Remax Plaza

Announce your event for FREE
huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Mixed Team 
Drop In Volleyball
4 – 6 pm
Sunset Beach,
Santa Cruz. Huatulco

Mixed Team 
Drop In Volleyball
4 – 6 pm
Sunset Beach,
Santa Cruz. Huatulco

Mixed Team 
Drop In Volleyball
4 – 6 pm
Sunset Beach,
Santa Cruz. Huatulco

Mixed Team 
Drop In Volleyball
4 – 6 pm
Sunset Beach,
Santa Cruz. Huatulco
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Art Opening: Adrián Dylan
Galeria La Estacion

 Arte Contemporaneo
Aldama 1002
Oaxaca City

Baseball: 5 pm Opening 
Day for Oaxaca's 

Guerreros
Vasconcelos Stadium

Oaxaca City

International 
Women’s Day

Birthday of 
Benito Juarez

St- Patrick’s Day

First Day of Spring
Spring Equinox

Banks Closed

Fair in Santa Maria
Huatulco

First Day of 
Semana Santa

The word equinox is derived from the 
Latin words meaning “equal night.” 
The spring and fall equinoxes are the 
only dates with equal daylight and 
dark as the Sun crosses the celestial 
equator. The tilt of Earth is zero 
(relative to Earth). With no tilt, the 
North/South Poles are basically 
straight up and down.

60% of Proceeds will be 
donated to El Sueño Zapoteco A.C.

Sueño del Mar
Sector P, Chahue Blvd.

Huatulco, Oaxaca

Jim Spicka
Art Exhibit

“Huatulco Being”
Friday March 2nd, 2012

6:00pm-9:00pm

‘Huatulco Being’
Art Exhibit

(See Below)
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