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New beginnings are often 
disguised as painful endings. 

-Lao Tzu

elcome to The Eye! This is our 24th issue 
and marks our 2nd birthday! What started 
out as a little project to publish positive 
interesting stories about Huatulco and its 

surroundings has grown and developed into a 
community of thinkers and explorers with a readership 
that stretches around the globe. What has resonated is 
how each of our contributors feels privileged to be a part 
of this great community who have come to call Mexico 
home. Whether for a few months a year or years on end, 
it is clear that this place is magic.

When thinking about January 2013 our minds turned to 
birth, beginnings and renewal. The end of the world may 
not have come but that is no reason to not look at the 
world with new eyes.  Is your annual resolutions list 
ready to be tackled? 

When a child is born it is full of promise, we ooh and ah 
over the possibility that it holds. When love is new, we 
bask in its glow, finding the mundane enticing and 
exhilarating. When we travel, we see our environment 
with fresh eyes, noticing details of the people and spaces 
around us. When we get used to things they seem to lose 
their shine and become lackluster, but usually the only 
thing that has changed is our perspective.

For many of us, ‘Mexico life’ marked a new beginning and 
as such, we opened our hearts and minds to new 
experiences and people. The secret is you don’t need to 
travel anywhere. Wherever you are, open your eyes, open 
your heart and see the magic in the everyday.
This issue we celebrate possibility. 

Don’t forget to send us your ‘Tortilla Soup for the Soul’ 
experiences to be published in our February issue, see 
details on page 21.

See you next month,

Jane 
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Dr. Carlos Salazar is the director Marcin A. CLIMATE C, 

supervisor, and affiliates which provides supervision and 

counseling, psycho-educational support to families in the area 

bi-monthly. There are five paid staff members - four 

psychologists and 1 language therapist. They provide sensory 

stimulation (massage), psychology, physical therapy, cognitive 

therapy,  daily living skills, laundry,  dressing, housekeeping,  

language skills, medication, nutrition , pet, and music therapy.

Huatulco is the first clinic in Oaxaca offering individual and 

specialized treatment to children and youth with autism that is 

subsidized by municipal authorities.

Autism History

Autism is a complex neurological disorder that typically lasts a 

lifetime.  It is part of a group of disorders known as autism 

spectrum disorders (ASD). Currently diagnosed with autism 

are 1 in 110 individuals and 1 in 70 boys, making it more 

common than cancer, diabetes and pediatric AIDS combined.  

It comes in any social group, race and ethnicity, and is four 

times more common in boys then in girls.

Autism impairs a person's ability to communicate and interact 

with others.  It is also associated with routines and repetitive 

behaviors, such as obsessively arranging objects or following 

very specific routines. Symptoms can range from mild to very 

severe.

Expenses for the Clinic

The number of children being served increases day after day 

and the need for more staff is a reality, as is the need to offer a 

fair salary.  The work is physical, intellectual and emotionally 

demanding.  

I
 have a cockatoo, Juliette, and she has this amazing 

ability to see a good person from across the room.  If you 

believe in angels, you will find some of them work at 

Clinica de Autismo /DIF here in Huatulco.   I have had the 

fortunate experience of volunteering for them the last few 

months and let's just say that the DIF staff have received 

Juliette's approval.  They are the most loving, kind, 

compassionate people you could ever meet.

They graciously thank me for coming, but really I need to thank 

them.  It has been very rewarding and taught me many things 

about selfless giving.  They assigned me to help with physical 

therapy exercises.  In California, I worked in many medical 

facilities and some people were in it for the money and some 

people have a heart. The Huatulco staff is all heart and because 

of that, the children have improved tremendously in the last 

two years.  

One of the boys, Joseph, was not speaking at all two years 

ago,now he has a large vocabulary.  He met Juliette a few times 

and then I went back to the United States to visit family.  Upon 

my return, he remembered her and that she was a “cockatoo”

 and pronounced her name correctly.  I found this remarkable.   

Joseph attends physical therapy a few times a week and his 

speech therapist works with him daily along with the other 

professional staff.  

Autism Clinic

They began the center two years ago with 9 children and now 

help 51.  Families come from all over Oaxaca to receive therapy 

for their children.   

The Huatulco Clinic is affiliated with Mexican Autism Clinic 

(CLIMA), which allows the recognition, support and benefits 

provided to affiliates totaling 13 nationally. 

Huatulco’s Autism Clinic
By Vivien Hoyt
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CLASSES: 
Wednesdays & Fridays
from 9:30 to 14:30 hrs

Reservations
011 52 (951) 516 6668

Oaxaca City

info@casadelossabores.com Reforma 402, Col. Centro Oaxaca, Oaxaca, Mexico
Tel. (951) 516 1165

 There is also the constant risk of assault or injury coupled with 

the high professional standards that are required in order to 

maintain quality service.

Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders need neurological 

assessments at least every 6 months and daily neurological 

drugs.  It is also very expensive for families to travel, pay for 

accommodations and meals, etc.  

Currently, the government pays for the building, utilities, and 

professional staff.   Everything else is paid for by the parents 

and fund-raising activities.  

The Dream for 2013

The dream is to provide more services to a larger area of people.  

They would like to offer a place to stay for the children who live 

far away.  The idea is to build an upstairs suite which will have 

a kitchen, bathroom, sleeping area, etc.  They will have 24-

hour staff to supervise the children.  The cost to expand the 

current facility is between $600,000 - $800,000 pesos, this 

does not include furniture, and all other amenities to furnish a 

home.  

How you can help....

If you would like to help with this wonderful project, donations 

will be greatly appreciated, ie:  towels, bedding, furniture, toys, 

toiletries, cleaning products, etc. etc.   They can be dropped off 

at DIF which is on the corner of Guelaguetza and Oaxaca in La 

Crucecita.  They could also use a running vehicle to help 

transport the children.  

http://www.huatulcoprimeproperties.com
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A
s you compile your 2013 reading list, don't forget the classics. Some, ironically, seem more timely today than for the era 

in which they were written. All touch on the art of being human, probably the reason they live on. Some of these famous 

works have been adapted to the big screen or theater.  Sixty million people in 43 countries have seen the stage 

production of Les Miserables (based on the novel by Victor Hugo) and the movie is due on the big screen soon.  Why 

read the book?  We all know the answer.  No matter how superb the production, the stage or movie theater is a thing apart from 

your being. Reading is intimate, not someone else's voice reciting the words. Reading is your own inner voice interpreting each 

precious word.  And this is the reason books have the power to give us a profound understanding of this strange world and the 

humanity that populates it.  

Books With No Shelf Life: Back to the Classics

By Carole Reedy

Remembrance of Things Past by Marcel Proust

This tops my list of favorite books. After reading Proust's 

million words, I felt that in my life I never needed to read 

another book. I actually sensed that if I died at that moment I'd 

be content and my life complete, as if I'd discovered the secrets 

of humanity. 

Teacher and translator of seven languages Bassia, from Israel, 

enhances my own thoughts with this: 'Proust brought my 

whole life and purpose for living it into focus. The minutiae of 

his mind and memories allowed me my own personal 

obsession.'

Les Miserables by Victor Hugo (1862)   

Hugo takes you deeply and personally into the inner workings 

of French society and the Revolution through unforgettable 

characters. It's this insight that has contributed to the success 

of the musical, the emotions of the characters reflected in an 

ingenious score. Hugo gives us storytelling at its best. 

Pedro Páramo by Juan Ruflo (1955) 

This, Ruflo's first novel, 'is the forerunner of the magic realism 

that afterward was made so popular by Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez. The work is like a poem.  Each thought synthesized 

perfectly, not one wasted phrase or word.  It should be read in 

Spanish for maximum appreciation.' (Fernando, journalist, 

Mexico City)  

Fernando actually cites Remembrance of Things Past as his 

favorite book, but thinks the mere thought of the million words 

might be off-putting to most readers.     

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (1847) 

'I loved this book because of the evolution of Jane's 

independence as a woman and the fabulous description of 

the English countryside. Charlotte Bronte was a writer who 

seemed to truly capture the essence of the English language 

in relating a story of intrigue and romance. She also brought 

pro-feminism to the forefront in this novel at an early time in 

 history for this controversial topic.'  (Nancy K, Chicago)

Love in the time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

(1985)  

'This book explores the deceptions of love--young crazy love, 

careless love, socially sanctioned marital love, and late-life 

love. Garcia Marquez is a puppet master, showing us the 

human heart and longing from every angle. He himself said of 

the book "you have to be careful not to fall into my trap." Is it 

possible to be literally lovesick? Read either as a love story or 

with a more cynical eye, the arc of the intertwining lives and 

loves makes perfect sense.' (Heidi, editor and writer, Chicago) 

And, this from writer Thomas Pynchon: “Suppose, then, it were 

possible, not only to swear love 'forever,' but actually to follow 

through on it--to live a long, full and authentic life based on 

such a vow, to put one's allotted stake of precious time where 

one's heart is?”



A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens (1859)

Many of Dickens' works are classics and, fortunately for us, he 

was prolific.  His characters are unforgettable. A critic of poverty 

and the social stratum of Victorian society, Dickens was 

dedicated to writing social commentary. 

'This is a story of revolution in one country, France, and the fear of 

a similar event happening on the other side of the channel in 

England.  While sympathetic to a population wanting to rid 

themselves of a corrupt monarchy, the social cost is very high: 

unjust imprisonment, distrust, spies, revenge, terror, and 

murder.  Intertwined in this major social upheaval are the 

humans involved in the drama. Finally, this novel is about the gift 

of life and the ultimate sacrifice for love.' (Jenny, former 

headmistress and founder of the Lancaster School in Mexico City)  

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens (first published as a 

series from Dec 1, 1860, to Aug, 1861)

'It has it all! Coming of age, mysterious benefactors, crazy old 

shut-ins, love, life's disappointments, the timeless struggle of the 

heart and the human condition. Plus, I think one day I may be 

Miss Haversham if I'm lucky.' (Cecelia, Corporate Financial 

Analyst, Chicago)

The Wind That Swept Mexico by Anita Brenner (1943) 

'A Mexican classic about the Cárdenas years.  Brenner was a 

witness to these years and was a friend of Revolutionary artists 

Rivera, Siqueiros, Orozco, and many others. The book is a 

sympathetic account of the Cárdenas years and gives much 

insight into the Mexico of that time. Most Mexican historians 

consider this a classic.' (Nancy G, Professor of History and 

International Relations at Universidad Iberoamericano, Mexico 

City)  

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (1960) 

'The first time I read this book I was 13 and I knew, even then, 

that I would never look at things the same way again. It truly 

made a lifelong impact on me.' (Erin, teacher and mother of 

three, San Francisco)

To The Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf (1927)   

'Woolf talks to me through her books as if she were still here, or 

was here just yesterday, as if the weather of that moment was 

still hovering over the lighthouse, the memories in Mrs. 

Dalloway's head as real as mine.'  (Barbara, former teacher of 

young students Mexico City)



W
hen friends come to visit, the first tourist 

attraction on the agenda is a ride on the 

Turibus.  Despite numerous journeys over the 

years, I still get a thrill when I step to the upper 

deck, take my seat among the treetops, breathe deeply, and 

stretch my face toward the sun, happy in the comfort of my 

adopted city.   

Riding the open-air, double-decker Turibus--reminiscent of 

London—is hands-down the best way to get an overview of 

México City, the second largest city in the world by some 

measures. It's also one of the quickest and most relaxing ways 

to see the city, while at the same time historically informative, 

comfortable, a way to meet other tourists, reasonably priced, 

and just plain fun.

There are two main routes for sightseeing in the city itself, as 

well as other Turibus sightseeing day trips to nearby cities and 

also new theme-based tours. 

City Tours

For the first-time tourist, the best route is Chapultepec/Centro 

Histórico, which takes you to the core of the city and 

surrounding historically significant neighborhoods and sites.  

Peek into windows of the lovely Spanish homes in Polanco, 

touch the treetops (but be careful of the electrical cords), feel 

the fresh air of Chapultepec Park, inhale the smells of the 

coffee and bakery goods emanating from the shops and cafes in 

Condesa and Roma neighborhoods, and view all of the 

magnificent architecture up and down Paseo de Reforma and 

surrounding the Zócalo.  

Upon embarking, you receive a map of your adventure ahead 

and a set of earphones which can be set for audio in Spanish or 

English.   Sit up top in the open-air seats and eavesdrop on the 

activity on the streets below while enjoying the commentary 

about the city, its architecture, history, and people.  

The ride lasts about three hours, depending on traffic.  One of 

the outstanding features of the Turibus is your option to get off 

at any stop to sightsee on foot, have a coffee, stretch your legs, 

use el baño, and hop back on the next bus that comes by (about 

20 minutes between buses).  Or, like many of us, sit back, 

relax, and take in the sights, sounds, and smells of the city for 

the entire round trip.  

The other city route is Circuito Sur (South circuit). Take these 

two routes back-to-back if you have the time, for a total of five 

to six hours, or enjoy them individually.  The south route 

connects with the Centro Historico route at the Fuente de la 

Cibeles and takes you past the world-renowned UNAM (the 

city's free and prestigious university), Frida Kahlo's house, and 

the charming Coyoacan neighborhood, among other 

landmarks, including the World Trade Center, Plaza de Toros, 

and the Mercado de Flores. 

Look for Turibus stops (Centro Histórico, 23 stops; Circuito Sur, 

15) throughout the city on major streets.   Hours of operation 

are 9 am to 9 pm, 365 days a year.  The cost is a mere 140 pesos 

($11 USD) Monday through Friday for adults; 165 pesos ($13 

USD) on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.  Children pay 

half. 

Day Trips 

More time in the city?  Full-day trips to the nearby cities of 

Taxco (silver jewelry galore!), Puebla (home to talavera pottery), 

Cholula (the non-claustrophobic will walk the tunnel route 

through the Aztec temple underneath the church atop of it), 

and Teotihuacán (Mexico's most famous pyramids) are chock-

full of historic sites, shopping stops, and meals are included.

Theme Tours

Turishopping bus takes you to prestigious outlets where you'll 

find savings from 25 to 65 percent on your purchases.  The bus 

leaves daily at 10 am from the Auditorio Nacional on Reforma, 

at 10:10 from the Angel de Independencia, 10:20 from Glorieta 

Colon, and 10:30 from the Zócalo. 

Palaces and Cantinas are the themes of Turibus' two new 

tours.  Visit three cantinas every Thursday.  Meet at Paseo de 

Reforma 222 at 7 pm.  On Fridays, experience 20 of the palaces 

of Centro Historico. Also meet at Reforma 222 at 7 pm.  Both the 

Cantina and Palace tours cost 225 pesos ($17 USD). 

Enjoy the ride, enjoy the sights! And during your travels in 

Mexico, look for Turibus in other cities.  You can't miss the Big 

Red Bus.  

Carole Reedy lives in and loves Mexico City.  

Contact her with any questions.  

carolina_reedy(at)yahoo.com

A Bird's Eye View: 

Mexico City in One Day
By Carole Reedy
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Traditional Oaxacan Food

Daily Specials and a la carte

Facebook: laolla.restaurantegaleria

Reforma 402, Centro, Oaxaca.

Reservations: (951) 516 6668 

 8am a 10pm. 

*Mention this ad for a free glass of wine

Gardenia & Palma Real
Huatulco, Oaxaca
 Delivery Service

Tel (958) 105 15 48   Cel 044 958 100  89 60 
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W
hen I first learned that the January theme for 

The Eye is new beginnings and birth I spoke 

with my wife, both our minds immediately 

refocused on the theme of death; initially to the 

four infant deaths which have touched our lives since our 

regular visits to Oaxaca began over 20 years ago, and then to 

the seven adult Oaxacans we had counted as friends or 

acquaintances, who had died of unnatural causes.

The worldview of Oaxacans at all stations of life appears to be 

somewhat different from that of middle class Americans and 

Canadians, the only benchmark to which I can lay comparison.  

While each case of passing of one of the foregoing was marked 

with shock, horror and sorrow on the part of family and friends, 

there was a difference, albeit subtle, from the similar 

experiences, rare as they have been, which have impacted me 

as an adult living in Canada. Yes of course there was crying, 

burial and mourning, but here in Oaxaca there seems to be 

somewhat of a fatalistic subtext to living, at least more so than 

I've perceived in the Western World.

Are the relative excesses in Oaxacan partying and fiestas, and 

their fourfold frequency as compared to living a comparatively 

staid Canadian existence, relevant to understanding matters 

of life, living and death in Oaxaca?

  

The two of the seven adult deaths resulted from motor vehicle 

accidents; one from riding a motorcycle, helmetless on the 

highway, and the other as a consequence of a tractor trailer 

swerving to the wrong side of the highway and striking a taxi.  

Highway fatalities are often a consequence of lack of 

enforcement of laws relating to motorcycle helmets, driving 

while impaired or physically exhausted, speeding, and vehicle 

mechanical fitness.  Take your pick in these two cases.

It's perhaps not appropriate to describe the manner of death of 

each of the other five who had succumbed to violence by his 

aggressor. However, it is striking that the victims were from 

very different socio-economic statuses, ranging from the most 

modest, to the wealthiest with connections in high places, and 

everything in between.  Motivation included anger, passion, 

and pre-meditation relating to political views.

The infant fatalities were all likely a result of substandard 

medical diagnosis, care and monitoring, once again relative to 

my personal Canadian experience. In one case the baby was 

born with respiratory distress resulting from the umbilical 

cord having been wrapped around him while in and leaving the 

womb, just as in the case of our daughter.  Our daughter was 

kept in an infant ICU unit, while this child was left in the 

mother's hospital room without continuous attendant care.

In another case the infant was born with a congenital heart 

defect, and before arrangements had been finalized to send 

him to a better-equipped hospital in Puebla, he expired, three 

months after birth. The third and fourth cases relate to one 

mother.  The first child died at 40 days old.  It took too long for 

the staff at the rural health clinic to decide that the infant 

should be in an urban hospital, and thus by the time he was 

taken there it was too late.  He died of pneumonia.  A year later 

her two-day-old infant died, apparently as a result of some rare 

chromosomal match between parents. 

Instances such as these eleven cases are a constant reminder 

to Oaxacans that death is close by, perhaps nearer to 

Oaxacans than to those who live in First World countries.  So of 

course, the worldview of Oaxacans must inevitably be different 

from that of their northern neighbors, shaped by daily 

experience.  Inadequate medical care is one impacting factor.  

(continued on page 11)

A Sobering Comment for Reflection 
on Life, Living & Death in Oaxaca

By Alvin Starkman, M.A., J.D.
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Others are laws or their lack of enforcement, and living in a 

society where certain sectors of the population still believe in 

the club rather than the carrot as a means of dispute 

resolution, a Wild West mentality if you will. 

In a society where in many instances there is often little to 

embrace, and for most there are foreboding barriers to success 

and a better lot in life, each and every rite of passage or excuse 

to party provides an opportunity to celebrate and rejoice.  

Perhaps there is indeed a connection between the new year in 

Oaxaca, new beginnings and rebirth.  After all, gift exchange in 

Mexico takes place not the morning of December 25th, but 

rather January 6th, on Epiphany or Day of the Three Kings, a 

time for families to feast on roscas de reyes, a rich and 

scrumptious egg bread ring similar to challah; and the first 

major subsequent fiesta is February 2nd, Candelaria or 

Candlemas, when images of the baby Jesus are taken to 

church to be blessed, following which family gatherings 

ensure. 

I must conclude with a further positive note, and provide 

reassurance to those visiting or contemplating a trip to 

Oaxaca. While isolated incidents of violence and worse occur in 

Oaxaca, as well as in London, New York, Chicago, Toronto and 

Los Angeles, despite the unfortunate incidents which have 

impacted me and my family over the years, I and those around 

me nevertheless feel safe, secure and most importunately 

fortunate to be living in such a culturally rich environment.  

Statistics suggest that tourists should feel just as or more 

secure here, as vacationing in any one of the above cities.

Perhaps it's indeed the quality of life we have living in southern 

Mexico, which makes us willing to take the adversity we see 

around us in stride, and be thankful for the privilege of being 

able to start a new, fruitful year in Oaxaca.  

Alvin Starkman operates Casa Machaya Oaxaca Bed & 

Breakfast with his wife Arlene  and 

Oaxaca Culinary Tours with Chef Pilar Cabrera 

.  Alvin takes tourists in Oaxaca 

to visit the central valley sights.  He has a particular interest in 

mezcal and pulque.  Alvin has written over 270 articles about 

Oaxacan life and cultural traditions. 

www.casamachaya.com

www.oaxacaculinarytours.com

Lawyer Perla Vazquez Moctezuma

Hotel Maxico, Local #1
Santa Cruz Huatulco, Oaxaca

Mobile 958 116 7292 Telcel
Mobile 958 107 3221 Movistar

Contact us for all your
 legal needs! 

www.consultorialegalvm.com

Immigration Specialist

th th  Session #1  Jan. 7  – Jan. 25  Spanish Levels I, I+, III
th th  Session #2  Jan. 28  – Feb. 15  Spanish Levels I, II, III
th th  Session #3 Mar. 18  – April 5  Spanish Levels I, II, III

Email: suemcclam@gmail.com    
www.huatulcolanguagecourses.com 

#15 Plaza Chahue, Blvd Benito Juarez

Huatulco 
Intensive

 Language 
Courses 2013

http://www.casamachaya.com
http://www.oaxacaculinarytours.com


Botox
Lifting Facial

Radiofrequency 
Cavitation

Dr. Araceli Vasquez Cruz

Beta Centauro A #3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

(958) 585 2112
By Appt.

Glass & Aluminum

“BAHIAS”

Manzana 12 Lot 7
U2 South

Huatulco, Oaxaca

Tel. 958 8 3 46325

Custom made
 Windows 

and 
Doors

NOTARIA BAEZ
H U A T U L C O

Alfredo Baez Vega
Notaria

Calle Gardenia 1201. 1st floor
70989 Huatulco, Oaxaca
Tel/ Fax (958) 587 0754
              (958) 587 2154

notaria54huatulco@prodigy.net.mx

Experience the best 
Oaxaca has to offer!

www.lasbugambilias.com/tours.htm

tours@lasbugambilias.com

Reforma # 402 Int. 1, Col. Centro
Oaxaca, Oax. México

Tel: (951) 516 1165      
From USA: 1 866 829 6778      

Private Tours 

I
n rural Mexico, midwives still attend almost 50% of the 
births and are preferred over the doctors because they 
themselves are women; because they charge less; because 
they go to the woman’s home, are available, speak the 

same language and share the same culture; and because they 
treat women with warmth and emotion. Neverthless, 
traditional midwives recognize their limitations in intervening 
in grave situations of obstetric emergency.

Throughout history, indigenous midwives have learned 
through practicing with other midwives or through their own 
direct experience and, often, in response to a spiritual calling, 
dreams or visions. The knowledge and understanding they 
possess form part of their sociocultural environment, which 
they share with the women they attend—not only the same 
language, but also the same concepts of the body, the same 
values and a shared knowledge of medicinal plants. Midwives 
are immersed in the same daily lifestyle as the women they 
attend because they too are mothers and wives. For all these 
reasons, they enjoy the trust of the woman and her family 
members
.
Most traditional midwives in Oaxaca are of advanced age—a 
state related to illiteracy, reduction in visual and auditory 
capacity, slowness of reflex and diseases like arthritis, 
hyptertension and diabetes. In situations of risk and 
complication, in spite of their great wisdom and knowledge, 
their capacity to respond is limited by such physical difficulties 
and by cultural barriers that sometimes prohibit them from 
physical contact with the birthing mother’s body.

Younger women lack access to more structured training—a 
situation that does not allow midwifery to develop as a 
profession and a source of work. Training that develops skills 
recognized at local, national and international levels and that 
is based in the greater capacity of younger midwives will bring 
recogn i t i on  to  the  pro f ess ion  and  encourage  
learning/apprenticeship among young indigenous women.

Fortunately, traditional medicine in Oaxaca has been able to 
count on legal recognition since the Law of Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and Communities was passed in the state 
in 2001.

Excerpted from “Luna Llena (Full Moon)”
Midwifery Today Issue 75, Autumn 2005

For more about midwfery in Oaxaca visit:
www.nuevelunas.org.mx

By María Cristina Galante Di Pace and Araceli Gil Archundia

Midwives in Oaxaca 

“Midwives are the inheritors 
of the pre-Hispanic medicine 
woman, the spokespersons of 
the gods, the priestesses of 

life, the protectors of health, 
the counselors of couples, the 
ones who scold, the ones who 
are not silenced by men, the 
ones who know the secrets.”

10-2 pm  4 - 7pm weekdays 
Saturday 10-1pm

Pino Suarez 519, Oaxaca City

www.oaxlibrary.org



TANGOLUNDA

Elegant Golf Course Villa directly on “GREENS” with rental income from a guest 
cottage and separate apartment (quiet, year round tenants), peaceful neighbourhood, large 
property with beautiful tropical garden, mature fruit trees, excellent walking area, a short 

stroll to Tangolunda beach and a bird lovers paradise!!!

USD $675, 000         Info: huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Plaza Chahue, local 12
Blvd. Benito Juarez s/n

cel. 044 958 585 8651

Gifts & 
Artesanias

wuotto_vm@hotmail.com

Large selection
of artesanias
and natural 

products, vanilla 
and onyx.

Dr. Gabriel 
Oropeza Cardenas

OB/GYN  
Colposcopy
Ultrasound

Surgery
Cancer Detection

High Risk Pregnancies

Beta Centauro Bldg. A3 Apt. 3
La Crucecita, Huatulco

Tel (958) 587 2297 Cel . 958 587 8518

V.I.P
Beauty Studio

Hair
Pedicure
Manicure
Waxing

Plaza Punta Tangolunda #3
Hotel Zone, after Quinta Real

Cel.        English: 958 109 8597 958 100 7715 
veliaestilista@hotmail.com

www.hairstylisthuatulco.com.mx
958 111 5097

mailto:unahux@hotmail.com
http://www.cultura.df.gob.mx
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V
isitors to Huatulco cannot help but notice prominent 
signs displaying the name FONATUR and many ask 
what they mean.  The name is an acronym that 
loosely translated signifies “National Tourism 

Development Fund”.  This government fund was established in 
1974 with a mandate for the planning, construction and 
maintenance of sustainable well-designed tourism centers 
throughout the country.  Some of their projects include 
Cancun, Ixtapa and Cabo San Lucas.  Huatulco, however is 
unique; it is an eco-friendly resort with an amazing amount of 
permanent green space, including a National Park.   

Flying over this coast in 1969, a search team was seduced by 
the magnificence of the nine virgin bays stretching along 35 
km. It was not until 1977 however, that rigorous studies were 
initiated to determine the viability of a potential tourist project.  
A green light was finally issued in 1985 to begin construction 
on the master plan. Prior to this, there was virtually no 
infrastructure in the region: no paved roads, no running water 
or sewage system and no electricity.  FONATUR has invested 
about six hundred million dollars, so that we can all enjoy the 
sun, the sand and the tranquil beauty of Huatulco.  

Effect on the Original Inhabitants
Before this region was developed there were about 200 families 
living along the nine bays.   As with anything political, 
expropriating land and displacing families in favor of 
development is controversial.  Life for the original inhabitants 
has certainly changed with the advent of a tourist destination 
and some would say this is the normal cycle of “progress”.  
Others would disagree.   

Doña Polo and her husband Francisco Rios Ramirez were a 
young married couple living in Santa Cruz when FONATUR 
came to the region.  In 1986, as compensation for the 
expropriation of their home, they were given a lot on Calle 
Carrizal, another lot in Sector I, plus an allowance of 40,000 
pesos for construction.   Polo and Francisco understood the 
opportunities that were being offered and opened a seafood 
restaurant on their property on Calle Carizal.  

Over the years “El Grillo Marinero” has become a successful 
enterprise involving all three of their children.  Doña Polo and 
Francisco Jr. do the cooking; Francisco Sr. and Gabriel 
continue to fish while Reyna helps to run the business.  This 
simple palapa covered restaurant has been featured for its 
“Sopa de Mariscos” (seafood soup) and “Pulpo en Tinta” 
(octopus in ink) by the International TV network “Travel and 
Living” and by the glossy national magazine “Desconocido”.   
Their success is no accident; they work hard and while the 
parents never had the opportunity to attend school, all three of 
their children are University graduates. Franciso Jr. and 
Reyna studied Tourism Administration while Gabriel took his 
degree in Marine Sciences.

When asked if the changes were positive to their lives they 
agreed emphatically that they were.  They went on to say that 
not everyone did as well as they have.   Many people did not 
understand the value of what they were receiving and sold at a 
low price before the development was underway.   In any 
society there are those with a vision and those without. Among 
those without, many would have preferred to keep their simple 
life, untouched by the outside world.

Compared to Canada and the United States, Mexico is a poor 
country and Oaxaca is among its poorest states.  Subsistence 
farming on small plots of poor land can no longer support many 
rural families and Mexico must look to other means to allow its 
growing population to survive.  The development in Huatulco 
was initiated for this purpose. 

Huatulco Today
“The Bays of Huatulco” has grown from a scattering of 200 
families to a vibrant town of about 18,000.  FONATUR employs 
about 500 people within their construction and maintenance 
divisions.  This is in addition to the many jobs that have been 
created by the tourist industry such as hotels, retail stores, 
restaurants and tour operators.  As the town grew many 
professionals have chosen to live here; lawyers, doctors, 
nurses, accountants, architects and teachers.  All of these 
people, plus those who have built vacation or retirement 
homes, have created employment for construction workers.  
Creating these jobs was the purpose of developing Huatulco. 

FONATUR:  The Birth of Huatulco 
By Brooke Gazer



There are currently about 123 hotels of various levels from very 
basic to luxury.  The government has paved over 132,000 sq 
meters of roads.  They have installed eight wells, five sewage 
treatment plants and run more than 220 Km of power lines. It 
is easy for those of us who live here to forget that we are in a 
developping country since the infrastructure is comparable to 
many first world towns.  No matter if we are here for a few days 
of “sun and sand” or have chosen to make this our permanent 
home, we are all attracted by the perfect combination of ideal 
climate, majestic natural beauty and well developed 
infrastructure. 

Additional Benefits
Many visitors express doubts about the viability of purchasing 
property in Mexico and this skepticism is not unfounded.  
Mexican land titles can be complicated and countless scams 
have been committed.   While searching the coast for property 
we were offered some incredibly tempting bargains but 
research inevitably proved them to be quite the opposite.  

For those wishing to invest, a major advantage of Huatulco 
aside from the infrastructure is the “clean title”.  FONATUR is 
the rightful owner of the land that it sells; therefore the legal 
certainty of land acquisition is 100% secure.    Property within 
Huatulco may be more expensive but you get what you pay for!  

Growth in any community is a double edge sword.  When we 
arrived in Huatulco in 1999, if you spotted a bottle of teriyaki 
sauce at “Abbarotes Santa Cruz”, you grabbed it because you 
may not see another one for several weeks.  Now at “Super Che” 
there is an entire oriental food section.  The same is true for the 
diversity of restaurants the town has to offer.  

On the down side, as a result of recent growth, Huatulco has 
experienced a temporary shortage of water. This problem has 
been exacerbated by a malfunction within one of the seven 
existing wells.  To deal with this shortage, FONATUR has had 
to ration water by cutting service to various areas on a rotating 
basis.  The shortage is especially apparent at times when all 
the condos and hotel rooms are at maximum capacity.    

Funds for development of two new wells are expected to be 
approved in 2013 and we expect FONATUR to restore normal 
water service by early in 2014.  Most homes in Mexico are 
prepared for this and have a back up water supply but 
admittedly there have been days which were challenging.  
Looking on the bright side of this minor crisis most 
municipalities would need to raise taxes to cover the added 
expense but (hopefully) we can rely on the Federal Government 
to resolve this issue.  

Aside from the existing infrastructure, FONATUR continues to 
make Huatulco a wonderful place to live and to invest by 
maintaining it.  After a heavy season of rain, several roads and 
highways suffer from potholes but BMO (the maintenance 
division of FONATUR) endeavors to keep them repaired.  BMO 
provides garbage pick up three times a week and the same 
people keep the parks and palm lined boulevards well groomed 
and the streets lit at night.   Part of the master plan included an 
extensive system of culverts so that the town does not flood 
even after a heavy storm and BMO maintains a unique sewage 
treatment facility that recycles waste water into parks and 
boulevards.  This system of waste water management allows 
our lovely pristine bays to remain that way. 

FONATUR is here for the purpose of developing land and selling 
both commercial and residential property in order to promote 
tourism.  Both residents and visitors benefit from the work 
that they do. While it may at times be frustrating that things do 
not happen as quickly as one would like, over all we should 
appreciate what has been accomplished in less than 30 years.  
It is their policy to continue maintaining the region until all 
development has been completed which means that we are 
likely to continue benefiting for another 30 years.  

Brooke Gazer operates Agua Azul, a bed 
and breakfast in Huatulco 

www.bbaguaazl.com
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Seafood Specialties
Maguey Bay, Huatulco

10am- 5pm
Tel. 958 583 3585

Restaurant 
El Costeño

RESTAURANT, HOTEL & SPA
Zipolite Beach, Oaxaca

Tel. 958 587 8961
www.el-alquimista.com
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T
he 2012-13 season of high-definition (HD) 

transmissions from the Metropolitan Opera in New 

York marks the new year with six more productions 

from the Met to brighten your winter doldrums, from 

January 5 until April 27. See the two delights for January in 

Teatro Macedonia Alcala in Oaxaca City and at the Auditorio 

Nacional in Mexico City as well as several other locations in 

Mexico. 

Lectures to enhance your listening pleasure, given by expert 

Sergio Vela, are scheduled for 9:30 a.m. for Les Troyens and 10:30 

a.m. for Maria Estuardo in the Lunario behind the Auditorio in 

Mexico City and broadcast live to the other locations.

Les Troyens by Hector Berlioz 

January 5, 2013 

11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (yes, 5 1/2 hours, and note the early start)

Ring in the New Year with an afternoon of grand opera.  Les 

Troyens, by Hector Berlioz, is epic opera at its finest: a story about 

war and empire-building, with two highly political women at the 

helm, driven by duty versus desire.  Les Troyens has been hailed 

as one of the greatest operas of the 19th century. Berlioz was a 

French romantic composer who had tremendous influence on 

future composers, including Wagner, Liszt, and Mahler. A lover of 

literature from an early age, he based this grand opera, the sum of 

his artistic work, on the epic poem The Aeneid, by Virgil.  Sadly he 

didn't live to see the entire opera performed. Actually, the opera 

wasn't performed in its entirety until 1921.  From 1899 to 1919, 

the Grand Opera of Paris performed each half separately. 

The most brilliant opera stars will shine--Deborah Voigt as 

Cassandra, Susan Graham as Dido, and Marcello Giodani and 

Dwayne Croft rounding off this marvelous cast. Susan Graham 

praises the opera and her role by saying that Les Troyens is her 

Mount Everest. “There is nothing bigger. The storytelling arc, the 

vocal arc--it's enormous.” Need we say more? 

Maria Estuardo by Gaetano Donizetti

January 19, 2013

12 noon to 3:15 p.m.

Maria Estuardo, a tragic opera, is part of Gaetano Donizetti's 

Tudor Trilogy.  Last season we were entertained with Ana 

Netrebko's stirring interpretation of Henry the VIII's second 

wife in Ana Bolena.  This season, virtuosic mezzo soprano 

Joyce DiDonato sings the role of the Scottish Queen, Mary. 

(The third opera in the trilogy is Roberto Devereux, the putative 

lover of Queen Elizabeth.) 

After a successful dress rehearsal, the King of Naples banned 

performances of the opera "perhaps because his Queen, Maria 

Christina, was a direct descendant of Mary Stuart." Donizetti 

revised the opera with a different librettist and name, but the 

opera never achieved success.  It opened as Maria Estuarda in 

1835 at La Scala Opera House in Milan, but for various reasons 

was rarely performed again, essentially being ignored until 

1958, when it reappeared in Bergamo, Donizetti's home town. 

Ever since, it has proven popular. Since January 2009, 92 

performances of 19 productions of Maria Estuardo have been 

presented, attesting to the opera's continued popularity. Of 

course it is filled with Donizetti's coloratura bel canto singing.

Next month:   Verdi's Rigoletto  

Sneak Preview: 
January MET Operas Live in HD

By Carole Reedy

www.el-alquimista.com


Located in the Santa Cruz Marina
Beside the Gas Station

Tel. 958 105 1437
Cell. 958 109 2403

Café and Lounge
Tel. 01.(958). 587.2126

Cel 044.(958). 584.7814

044.(958).589.7194 

info@huatulcoexpediciones.com

www.huatulcoexpediciones.com

Rafting . Rock Climbing 

Zipline . Camping
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T
he first Annual Festival of Maize Criollo took place in 
Santa Maria Tonameca on Sunday December 16th.  
This small community is located about 8-10 miles 
west and north of Pochutla in the municipality of 

Tututepec, Oaxaca. Maize Criollo, perhaps better understood 
by English speakers as Heirloom corn, consists of native and 
local varieties of corn that have been preserved and propagated 
for hundreds of generations.  As per a series of articles 
previously published in the Eye, the 'birthplace' of corn has 
been confirmed to be the Balsas watershed on the border of the 
states of Oaxaca and Guerrero, with plant breeding beginning 
about 10,000 years ago. The ancestor of the current modern 
corn is a grass-like plant known as Teosinte, which barely 
resembles what is consumed today. 

Oaxaca has the most diversity of corn varieties, also called 
races, of any state in Mexico, in part due to its heritage and 
tradition of cultivation as well as diversity in climate and soils. 
The festival celebrates this diversity and offers the 
communities of the region an opportunity to present their 
products and exchange information. About two-dozen booths 
offered a variety of products, not just limited to corn, as well as 
services associated with agriculture including a tractor for 
sale. The prevailing theme of the festival expressed on banners 
hung among the booths is that corn is not grown in isolation or 
in monocultures, as is the model in the United States, but as 
part of an socio-agricultural system of companion planting 
called a milpa, meaning 'to the field' in Nahuatl. Charles C. 
Mann described milpa agriculture as follows, in 1491: New 
Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus , "A milpa is a 
field, usually but not always recently cleared, in which farmers 
plant a dozen crops at once including maize, avocados, 
multiple varieties of squash and bean, melon, tomatoes, 
chilies, sweet potato, jicama, amaranth….... Milpa crops are 
nutritionally and environmentally complementary”. 

A large tent hosted several experts from the surrounding 

communities and government, as well as at least four school 

bands. Speakers emphasized the importance of caring for the 

land and water, flora and fauna, all the natural resources. 

Booths served and sold corn and corn products including 

lovely flowers made from plant parts, several natural 

beverages, natural bug repellents, Jamaica jam and wine 

(yum), sopes made from the most delicious green corn I have 

ever tasted, irrigation supplies and innovations, books, 

weavings, and jewelry. Two experts represented one booth from 

Nuvagro, a manufacturer of soil inoculants and organic 

amendments designed to increase yield without the use of 

commercial fertilizers (http://www.nuvagro.com/). The 

animal pens of adult and baby iguanas and several large and 

venomous black-beaded lizards or Mexican scorpions 

(Heloderma horridum, related to the gila monster of the 

southwest US), and rabbits, rounded out the event and 

complemented the social component of the milpa by providing 

a major living attraction for the children and curious adults. 

 

 

The First Tonameca 
Heirloom Corn Festival  

By Julie Etra

Ocean view bungalows
Yoga Classes and Retreats

Feldenkrais Classes
Zipolite, Oaxaca

www.lalomalinda.com
www.solstice-mexico.com

A huge thank 
you to The Eye 
advertisers and 

contributors 
who make this 

FREE 
publication 

possible.
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O
n December 1, 2012, Enrique Peña Nieto was 

thinaugurated as Mexico's 57  President. With this 
election the Institutional Revolutionary Party 
reclaimed the office it had held for 71 uninterrupted 

years until Vincente Fox of the National Action Party (PAN) won 
in 2000. By constitutional mandate, Mexico's President is 
elected for 6 years, and cannot run for reelection. In 2006 the 
PAN won again with Felipe Calderon, the Secretary of Energy 
during the Fox Administration.

Peña Nieto was born in Atlacomulco in the State of Mexico on 
July 20, 1966, the eldest of 4 children of  Gilberto Enrique 
Peña del Mazo, an electrical engineer, and María del Perpetuo 
Socorro Ofelia Nieto Sánchez, a school teacher. When he was 
11 the family moved to Toluca. As a youngster he was called 
“Quique”, a common nickname for Enrique. He's remembered 
as a courteous, tidy child who some teachers recalled would 
tell them he was going to be Governor of Mexico someday. 
Other than one year at a middle school in Maine, U.S.A., 
primarily to learn English, his education was entirely in 
Mexico. He earned a Batchelors degree and a Law degree from 
Universidad Panamericana in Mexico D.F., and later a Masters 
degree in Business from the Monterray Institute of Technology 
and Higher Education, State of Mexico Campus.

Joining the PRI in 1984, he held a variety of lower-level jobs 
serving as secretary or delegate for various appointed State 
officeholders, PRI organizations and committees. After 1999, 
as a favorite of then Governor Arturo Montiel Rojas (his uncle), 
he advanced within party politics to more substantial 
responsibilities which included being the State's Sub-
secretary of Government. In 2003, he was elected as deputy of 
the XIII Local District with a seat in Atlacomulco, State of 
Mexico. 

By 2005 there were eight local individuals besides Peña Nieto 
that had declared for the PRI candidacy for Governor of the 
State of Mexico. However on February 5 that year, after the 
dust had cleared, Enrique Peña Nieto was sworn in as the PRI 
candidate. He was elected that summer, and became Governor 

thSeptember 15 . During the campaign he had emphasized a list 
of 608 promises, improvements and projects he swore (in the 
presence of a notary) to complete during his term as Governor. 

By the end of said term, according to the official web page of the 
State of Mexico, all but two were accomplished. Highway 
improvements, new hospitals, better water systems, public 
transportation expansion, and even significant reductions in 
specific disease and health problems were all accomplished 
without increasing the State's debt, due to debt restructuring 
and a large increase in the tax base.

During the 2012 campaign for President, many were 
impressed by the fact that, especially during the debates, Peña 
Nieto chose the high road, eschewing name-calling and 
personal jibes for discussion of facts and policy. A vocal and 
angry youth opposition developed however, due to some of his 
previous actions while Governor, published accusations of 
unfair support by the media, including the largest TV network 
Televisa, and a huge distribution of gift cards to the public in 
exchange for promised votes. Ultimately his victory was 
decisive; a margin of 6% over Manuel Lopez Obrador, the 
closest of the two other candidates, and the election results 
were validated by the Federal Electoral Institute, Mexico's 
independent election oversight organization.

After assuming office his schedule has been full, with 
meetings, appearances and speeches on policy. He's reaffirmed 
his commitment to the defeat of drug trafficking and has 
spoken of major changes in the educational system, beginning 
with the oft-criticized teachers union. He's eyeing the 
possibilities of opening the telecommunications business, and 
increasing private investing in Pemex as well. 

Saying that he will make no specific promises for the first 100 
days of his administration, he instead will study and analyze 
reforms he sees as necessary, "I've set my horizon for a year," 
he said, "... that in a year's time we can achieve agreements and 
consensus, if not unanimous then at least among the majority 
for the constitutional and legal changes necessary to put the 
reforms in place." At his worst, his enemies have criticized Peña 
Nieto for being sort of a mental lightweight, sometimes 
compared to the U.S. President Reagan. However Ronald 
Reagan also became known for his uncanny political skills and 
his ability to chose the best people to get the jobs done. Friends 
say Enrique Peña Nieto has these very qualities, and will be an 
effective President because of it.

“Quique” in Charge-
Mexico's New
Presidente
By Neal Erickson     



W
orldwide, more than 287,000 women die in 
childbirth every year from obstetric complications 
and 99% of maternal deaths occur in developing 
countries.

Look up the national statistics on infant and maternal 
mortality for the country of Mexico and you will find that the 
infant mortality rate is 16 for every 1,000 live births, and the 
maternal mortality rate is less than 50 for every 10,000 births.

Concisely laid out World Health Organization graphs and 
charts will tell you that these rates are getting significantly 
better in recent years for Mexico as a whole.

But sit down with Dr. Haywood Hall, the founder of a non profit 
organization, PACE, aimed at raising the standard of 
emergency medical care in Latin America, and you will soon 
find that the mortality rates for the state of Oaxaca (one of the 
most rural states in Mexico) look decidedly different.

I recently had the opportunity to meet Dr. Hall and talk with 
him about how his organization is working to help reduce the 
infant and maternal mortality rates throughout Mexico but in 
rural areas in particular.

“Anywhere where the demand outstrips infrastructure, death 
rates are going to be higher,” explains Dr. Hall. And indeed, the 
statistics for the state of Oaxaca support his assertion, with the 
rates of both infant and maternal mortality being higher than 
the national average.

PACE is dedicated to raising the standard of emergency 
medical care throughout Mexico through specialized training 
programs for medical personnel. They offer both a basic and 
advanced course in emergency obstetrics.

It is no mystery what causes most deaths during childbirth: 
24% occur because of excessive haemorrhaging, another 12% 
are the result of eclampsia, or seizures in the mother and 8% 
are caused by obstructed labour.

The majority of deaths in these scenarios can be prevented if 
medical staff  know what to look for and take action at the right 
time.

Dr. Hall says “We make sure that physicians and other 
providers can actually recognize and treat emergency 
conditions.  We also teach teamwork and develop systems to 
respond in a coordinated way to emergencies. The result is 
improved management of emergency conditions at all 
levels…the chain of survival.” 

It may surprise you to find out that these training courses are 
only a one-day training for the basic course and a 2-day 
training for the advanced course. That doesn't sound like 
much, but these programs have helped to reduce the maternal 
mortality rate by a whopping 31% in the state of Chiapas.

Both programs rely heavily on the use of a mannequin that 
simulates childbirth to educate students about different 
emergency situations.

The basic course is for medical professionals like midwives, 
nurses and EMTs. In this basic hands-on class, students learn 
everything from how to reposition the fetus for safe delivery, to 
life-saving techniques for postpartum hemorrhage, to neonatal 
resuscitation on an infant-sized mannequin.

The advanced two-day course, for OB-GYNs, Pediatricians and 
Emergency and ICU Specialists covers topics like premature 
labor, ultrasound diagnosis during labor and delivery, and 
cesarean delivery along with many other more technical 
complications.

When asked if the success rates were the same with both 
programs, Dr. Hall had this to say…

“In general, basic care is done with less need for technology and 
infrastructure and a lesser knowledge base...so advances can 
be dramatic.  There is some law of limiting returns as you go to 
higher technology.  Look at (the) amazingly expensive health 
care system in the United States.  So, I am biased towards the 
basics, the fundamentals.”

And 'the basics' are what is needed in areas such as Oaxaca 
where medical professionals near the bottom rungs, such as 
EMTs and midwives, receive very little ongoing training in 
these areas.

By Kary Vannice

The Chain of Survival:
Improving Birth Rates
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The Advanced program is also responsible for saving a lot of 
lives as Dr. Hall explains “Our Advanced Life Support for 
Obstetrics Program has become a near gold standard.  We can 
honestly say we have saved many lives of mothers giving birth.  
We have a contract to train almost 2500 people next year in the 
State of Mexico, the state with the highest number of deaths in 
Mexico.”

Because PACE is a non-profit organization, the cost of these 
trainings is extremely low considering the benefits. Dr. Hall 
explains, “It is about 2000 pesos per person for the one day 
(class) and about 4000 for the two day course. There are some 
other factors such as travel costs and a minimum (number of 
participants) to make courses viable.”  So why aren't more 
hospitals and clinics taking advantage of this life saving 
training? For one of two reasons; either they don't know it is 
available, or they don't have the funds to support the training.

With clinics like Cruz Roja (Red Cross) running on donations 
and the small amounts of money paid by patients, they just 
can't afford even a one-day training without outside help.

When I asked Dr. Hall what the average person could do to help 
bring this program to their area. He gave this advice “I think 
that the best thing that can be done is to support local training 
at all levels.  If people are not trained, it does not matter what 
equipment, medicines, or services exist.  You will have the 
'Shiny Ambulance Syndrome'”.

Indeed, it doesn't matter how shiny the ambulance is that 
shows up to help a birthing mother in distress if the people on 
board don't know how to help her. She may become another 
sobering statistic on one of those World Health Organization 
charts.

You can help save the lives of pregnant mothers and unborn 
babies where you live by helping to bring a PACE training 
program to your area. Contact your local Cruz Roja and we can 
all take pride in seeing significantly lower numbers for infant 
and maternal mortality in 2013!

***PACE also offers training programs in First Aid, CPR, Basic 
Life Support, Advanced Cardiac Life Support, Pediatrics 
Advance Life Support, Focused Assessment with Sonography 
in Trauma, Pre-hospital Trauma Life Support, Ultrasound, 
and Assessment and Treatment of Trauma. In addition, they 
offer a Med-Spanish Immersion course to English speaking 
medical professionals to help them better serve their Latin 
patients.

*PACE has a Spanish-only website for their training programs 
offered in Mexico at: http://www.centro-pace.org/pacemd/

And an English-only website about their MedSpanish course:
http://www.pace-medspanish.org/

Ÿ Every day, approximately 800 women die 
from preventable causes related to 
pregnancy and childbirth.
99% of all maternal deaths occur in 
developing countries.
Maternal mortality is higher in women 
living in rural areas and among poorer 
communities.
Young adolescents face a higher risk of 
complications and death as a result of 
pregnancy than older women.
Skilled care before, during and after 
childbirth can save the lives of women and 
newborn babies.
Between 1990 and 2010, maternal 
mortality worldwide dropped by almost 
50%

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ Source: World Health Organization
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T
he Bacaanda Foundation, also known as El Sueno 
Zapoteco (The Zapotec Dream), has “embarked” on a 
multifaceted project to showcase the artisanal skills of 
Zapotec craftspeople.  The Foundation's Ark floats on 

the tile floor of its workshop and gallery in Tangolunda.  
Christened in March 2012, the Ark is now populated by almost 
a hundred pairs of animals created from natural materials 
gathered by Zapotec villagers of Santiago Xanica and its three 
agencias (sub-villages) in the municipio of Miahuatlan, in the 
Sierra Sur region of Oaxaca.  

The project showcases two of Bacaanda's longstanding 
initiatives: the Foundation purchases the natural materials 
from mountain villagers, and it operates an artisan training 
program that currently employs three young men who hand-
craft mini-sculptures and paint them to represent regional 
bird, animals, and insects.  Bacaanda is also using the Ark to 
raise funds to support all its activities.  Visitors to the 
workshop and website can sponsor animal pairs for the Ark, a 
portion of which is tax-deductible; the Ark also showcases the 
mini-sculptures for sale in the gift shop.  

The story of Noah and the Ark exists throughout world 
mythology.  One version of the Zapotec myth, which is 
influenced by Christianity, has the Angel Gabriel telling Noah 
(Nata) that a flood was coming to cleanse the earth of sinful 
mankind.  No one believed Noah when he warned them, but 
Noah persisted in building the ark and gathering pairs of all the 
animals.  When the flood started to recede, Noah sent out birds 
to see how the world was doing.  The buzzard didn't report 
back, being too busy eating dead animals, and so became a 
scavenger for life.  The heron and ravens went out and reported 
back that the world was drying out—they were rewarded by 
being allowed to eat fish and fruit and corn, respectively.  The 
dove came back to say the earth was almost dry, and it was 
granted freedom.  Noah, his wife (Nena) and children, and the 
animals all left the Ark and repopulated the earth.  

The Bacaanda Foundation is unique in that it combines two 
attributes of bi-national organizations that support social and 
economic development.  It is incorporated as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit in the United States, as well as an Asociación Civil in 
Mexico (the rough equivalent), which allows for supporters to 
give tax-deductible contributions.   In most of its activities, it 
functions as an intermediary—that is, it works to assist 
villages in realizing projects and programs determined by 
residents.  A women's embroidery cooperative in Santiago 
Xanica asked the Oaxacan government for sewing machines so 
the group could expand its product line; the government sent 
industrial machines that no one knew how to operate.  The 
Bacaanda Foundation asked an Uruguayan couple from 
Canada, an engineer and a seamstress/patternmaker, to go up 
into the mountains and assemble the machines and 
demonstrate their use.  Coop members also travel down to 
Foundation for sewing and patternmaking classes.  Bacaanda 
has also returned two dental clinics it set up in Santiago 
Xanica and the agencia of San Felipe Lachillo to the villages, 
which now work with the Mexican government to staff the 
clinics.

At the end of January, the Bacaanda Foundation will hold a public reception to 
inaugurate the Ark as its “flagship” project.  Anyone interested in the 

Foundation's work, or in seeing or purchasing the wide range of handcrafts 
produced in the workshop, is invited to Local 4, Punta Tangolunda for a big 

welcome, refreshments, and great conversation.  Please contact Deborah Van 
Hoewyk at dvhoewyk(at)umich.edu to make sure you're invited!

Bacaanda Foundation to Schedule
 Inauguration of Its Ark Project

By Deborah Van Hoewyk 



La Divina 
Providencia 2
Natural Medicines

Ocotillo #303
La Crucecita, Huatulco
(958) 106 4325

Private Tour Guide Figueroa 
Medical Laboratory 

Guamuchil Ave. 
Bldg.B3 Apt. 3 
Beta Centauro

Tel. 958 587 0417
Cel. 958 100 6155

MERIDA
             MOTORS

Tel. 958 105 1771  Cel. 958 1034700
Lote 193, Sector T, Huatulco

Plaza Madero #134
Huatulco, Oaxaca

(958) 105 1683, (958) 583 4626

OPTICA 
AYLA

VIRTUAL ASSISTANT SERVICES

Computer Consulting & Education
Data Entry & Analysis

 Formatting, Editing & Proofreading
Language Translation

virtual.office.mex@gmail.com
 Cel. 958-107-0249

Experienced, Reliable, Confidential

This space 
is available 

for your
 services listing! 

Manicure and Pedicure
Acrylic Nails, Gel Polish

Plaza Madero, Huatulco
Tel. (958) 100 9998

Services 
Listings

www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org

Mention this ad for a 10% discount on your stay.
Some restrictions apply.

Postres 
del Sol

Calle Principal, Zipolite, Oaxaca
(Between Comedor Alex & 

Deposito Los Georges)

Tel: 958 584 3208     Cel: 958 107 0249
We can deliver

PostresDelSol@gmail.com

"Brownies, Chocolate 
Cake, Carrot Cake,  Maple 

Toasted Pecan 
Cheesecake, Cookies, 
Muffins... and More!

www.cafejuanitamexico.com

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
Tel. 958 587 2655
Cel. 958 100 7339
Closed Mondays

www.posadalatermita.com
Cel:  958 589 3046

San Agustinillo, Oaxaca, Mx

http://www.oaxacabedandbreakfast.org
mailto:PostresDelSol@gmail.com
http://www.cafejuanitamexico.com


 

House share for sale
 San Agustinillo, Oaxaca. 

 Beautiful 3 BR 3BA home with 
pool.  One third share $150,000 

USD firm. No monthly fees.  More 
details and photos contact 
richard.rodger@charter.net

View View View 3 levels of ocean vista, 
stairs to beach, contemporary, hip, 

turnkey. 958 100 4484, 
casavolare@hotmail.com,

www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa
_volare.html

Gorgeous 2 bdr. Beach House
in Salchi Bay

Turn Key Opportunity
$260 000 USD 

For photos and more info:
 ritapaterson@hotmail.com 

For Sale By Owner

huatulcoprimeproperties@gmail.com

www.huatulcoprimeproperties.comLuxury Penthouse

Ocean, Beach, Marina and Mountain Views!

Private Villa suitable as Boutique hotel

 close to Chahue beach and town center

USA Tel. 512- 430 4575

Huatulco Tel. 958- 587 1828

Best Quality     Absolute Privacy       Best Value

The Eye
Real Estate Listings

Sponsored By
Remax Huatulco

2  commercial properties for sale by owner    

Great investment property  close to Chahue Beach and Marina   

Suitable for wine & deli, snacks, internet café,

 retail store, office and  show room.

USA  512 - 430 4575        Huatulco  958 - 587 1828              ukaufhold@gmail.com

Commercial 1    interior area 1540 sq.ft. / 143 m2   
plus  exterior area 1140 sq.ft. / 106 m2

Commercial 2   interior area 710 sq.ft. / 66 m2
adjacent to park and beach walk

 Beach-ocean front luxury condo 
2009 Casa Anita in Sueno del 

Mar, Chahue Beach,
 2 BR, 2 BA, completely 

furnished, ready for move in.

http://casaanita2007.com/sales.htm
call owner: 312 698-4466      

email owner: Villak@aol.com
in Huatulco:  958 587 1828      

360 degree Ocean view lot in 
Residential Conejos, prime 

location.

Selling or Renting 
your home?

Advertise in The Eye 
Real Estate Listings.

This space for 
300 pesos/ month

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

mailto:richard.rodger@charter.net
mailto:casavolare@hotmail.com,
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html
http://www.web.me.com/swanfun/Site/casa_volare.html


Casa Orquidea Zipolite Vacation Rental.  
New beautiful vacation rental home in 

Zipolite with 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
SKY TV, hot water, private access and 
parking, totally furnished with amazing 

views of the Pacific Ocean.  Check out our 
Facebook page Casa Orquidea Zipolite.  

Contact us at 
casaorquideazipolite@gmail.com. 

Bed & Breakfast
With spectacular ocean views
$89. - $109. USD/room/night

(011 52) 958 581 0265
www.bbaguaazul.com

CABINS 4 RENT (DAY,WEEK OR MONTH) .
IN BARRA DE LA CRUZ.

1 OR 2 BEDROOMS 
FULLY FURNISHED

www.lacremahuatulco.com
Lacremabar@hotmail.com

Mazateco, Sector R, Huatulco
Tel (958) 587 1047
Mon- Sat. 8am-9pm 
Sunday 8am- 6pm

All information regarding the Real Estate advertised herein 
has been provided by the individual party, the seller or their 
agent. The Eye does NOT assume any responsibility for the 
validity  of the information provided. The Eye is not liable for 
misinformation, typographical errors, errors of omission, 
misprints or other errors in these advertisements. We reserve 
the right to revise or reject any advertisement. The Eye is not a 
real estate broker and receives no commission upon the sale 
or rental of the property. Prospective buyers should contact a 
real estate agent for real estate advice and /or their lawyer for 
legal advice concerning the purchase of any properties 
advertised here.

Tel. 958 587 2655
  Cel. 958 100 7339

Chiles&Chocolate
Cooking Classes
Huatulco, Oaxaca

www.huatulco-catering.com

“Great instruction, delicious food 
and wonderful hosts!”

“A Class for all ages and abilities”
“You don't have to be a 'foodie'

 to enjoy this experience.”
“Best Day of our Trip through Panama Canal!”

ou have probably passed the Jose Vasconcelos library 
on calle Guarumbo and never given it a second glance. 
In fact many people, long time residents included,  ask Y‘Library? What library?’. If you are a child living in La 

Crucecita however chances are you know all about the library. 
It is a safe and quiet place to do your homework and Cristina 
the librarian is always organizing activities to keep the kids 
busy. Sadly the library receives very little support from the 
municipality and is in dire need of maintenance and supplies. 
This Christmas, The Eye contributed supplies for a piñata 
making workshop and the creations were amazing. To find out 
how to get involved or make a donation please contact us or 
visit the library. The library is currently looking for volunteers 
to help with the Saturday morning English classes. 

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

Huatulco’s 
Library

http://www.bbaguaazul.com
http://www.huatulco-catering.com


January

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 6pm
Puerto Escondido 
Cafecito Riconada

English AA 8pm
Huatulco 
Remax Plaza, Chahue

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

On the Riviera

Oaxaca City

Weekly Event

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Announce your 
event for FREE

huatulcoeye@yahoo.com

State Band Concert
12:30pm Free

Zócalo- Oaxaca City

Xochimilco 
Organic Market

Etla Market

Tlacolula Market

Zaashila Market

Ocotlan Market

Xochimilco 
Organic MarketPochutla Market

Poetry Readings 9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite

Salsa Lessons  9pm
 Dos Estrellas Cultural Center

 Zipolite

Contact us to book your day tour:
Office in Santa Cruz
Tel: 958 587 0871

6 hour Botanical Garden Tour; 60 varieties of 
exotic flowers and tropical fruits from Asia to 
Central America, Swim in the Magdalena 
River.
Includes: Transportation, Guide, Breakfast, 
Lunch

31

New Year’s
 Day

Berlioz’s Les Troyens

Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda

The Eye 26

Performance: 
La Dama de las Camelias
Teatro Macedonio Alcalá

7 pm - Free

This day marks the end of 
the Christmas season. A 
"roscas de reyes" is made 
for the occasion. Inside are 
s m a l l  p l a s t i c  d o l l s  
representing the baby 
Jesus. Whoever gets a slice 
with a doll has to throw a 
party on Candelaria, 
February 2nd.

Three Kings Day

Lecture: History of 
Mexico by Mary 

Randall
Oaxaca Lending 

Library 1 to 3 pm - 
$100 pesos

Libros Para Pueblos
leaving from the 
Oaxaca Lending 

Library
 9:30 to 3:30 
$500 pesos

Festival of the 
Christos Esquipulas
Carmen Alto Church
García Vigil & Jesús 

Carranza

Walking Tour: Churches 
of Oaxaca by Peter McCallion

starts at the front door 
of the Santo Domingo Church

M. Alcalá
10 to 12 noon - $60 pesos

Music: "On the Rocks" 
with Kim Reyes
Casa Colonial

Miguel Negrete #105
4 to 6 pm - $50 pesos

Mixed Team
Drop In Volleyball

4 - 6 PM
Sunset Beach

Santa Cruz, Huatulco

Mixed Team
Drop In Volleyball

4 - 6 PM
Sunset Beach

Santa Cruz, Huatulco

Mixed Team
Drop In Volleyball

4 - 6 PM
Sunset Beach

Santa Cruz, Huatulco
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